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PREFACE.

’

—~a—

THE neeessnty of a work explanatory of the principles and
sonstitutions of aneient Masonry, has long been obvious to the
brethren of the western country. Impressed with this opinion,
and desirous of remedying the deficieney, the Grand Lodge of
Kentueky appointed a committee to prepare and arrange a trea-
tise upon that subjeet; in pursuance of whieh appointment, the
following sheets have been eompiled and arranged for their in-
spection : in doing which, the compilers have endeavoured to
eombine utility with precision, instruetion with amusement, and
advantage with convenience; still having special regard fo the
ancient land marks. How far they have speeeeded is left to
the eandour and good sense of the honest reader to determine :

“from their brethren, they ask for that indulgence for imperfec-

tions whieh the want of extensive opportunities of research, and
their attention to busy avoeations, may demand ; to those authors
from whom they have largely extraeted, they are bound to ae-
knowledge the amount of their obligatipns ; from the older and
more scientific Masons, they expeet that candour and forbearanee
which are charaeteristic of the fraternity. Happy however in
the sanetion and the approbation of the Grand Lodge of Kentue-
Ky, if any brother shall be instrueted or improved, if the eraft in
general shall be benefited, and the seienee of Masonry be exhi-

Dbited in a more correct point of view, then will the reward in-
~ deed be ample,

Of the Society’s sincere friends,
THE COMPILERS.






. INTROPUOGTION.
dndengity Y Mmtdidly.

THE Almighty Anlntoet and Grand Master of the Universe
haviog ereated all things very good, and aceording te Geometryy
"last of all formed man after his own image, engraviog on his
henrt the said uoble sciences which Adam soon discovered by
surveying his earthly piradise, and the fabrication ef the arbout,
or sylvan lodgmetit that God had prepared for him, a well pro-
portioned and eonvenient.place of shelter from heat, and of re-
tirement, rest and repast dftor his wholesome Inbour in cultivat.
ing his garden of delights, and the firat temple or place of wor~
ship, agresably to his original perfect and iunocent state.

It is very immatérial whether we should antiquate out mys-
tery or make it eoeval with mankind, by insisting that the first
man, Adam, bad some knowledge of geometry ; yet itis a very pro-
bable assertion that Adem’s time must have been emiployed in
those preservative imventions that were coineilent with his ex.
istence, and that he eentrived fOl" his dear associate, the fair and
delicate Eve, some eovering, with eurtains of safety around her
mossy sofa, from the inelemencies of the weather, as well as
from the dauger of being deyoared by the wild beasts, with which
they were surrounded ; frem hencoe we may derive those innate
affections, the peculiar regard and special attachment that Ma-
‘sons, independent of nature. and improved politeness, have ever

reserved for the fair sex.

The traditional aceount upon this mh,ect is, that Adam after
having been driven from paradise on aceount of his disobedience
te the commands of his Creator, -tagether with his sons, held
frequent conventions or Lodges for the purpose of devising and
inventing sueh improvements in Architecture and Geometry as

would be conducive to their future happiness and convenience
in the world.

The information of Moses, the Grand Master of Jsrael, may
‘eertainly be relied on, who informs us that Jabel, the son of
Lamach, was the father of such as dwelt in temts, and of such
as have eattle ; his brother’s name was Jubal, he was the father
ofall annh -~ h&ndlo the harp and organ,
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That Tubal-Cain, so ealled by the Hebrews, and eighth man
from Adam, had 3§ ifepro¥ed HInkElfin geometny that he beeame
the first inventer as well as instrueter of ewrious smith-work.
The most learned expositions-agre,.that the Egyptians and Gre-
eians called him by the name of Hephaistos, and held him to
ke the; first; inveater .of . Melallio. operations by fire—the Ko-
mays sseribed - to him the same art, by the name of Vulean. -
o The sons apd grand:sops of Aldanmi; were. sucecssors of edeh
aiher ip the direetisn.of the Grand werks of Architéetureand Ge-
empetry, till gedix Enach, who was a prophet, foretold the destruc-

ton of the easth: for sin, first by water, and dfterwards dy fire s .

wherefore Epogh erected two large pillars, the one ‘of stone, ‘the
ather of brick, whereon he engraved the abridgment of the arts
and scienges, particuarly Geomstry and Masonry. “Josephus
eonfirms this accouat pf the pillars having been eretted and the
discoveries partiealarly infastrenony having been engraved there-
on, and also that. ‘the store plllar was standmg in his time,
Lib. 1. chap. 2.

At last when thie world’s destruction drew nigh, God eommnnd-
ed Noah to build the great Ark or floating Castle,-and his three
sons assisted as deputy and two wardens 5 that edifice though of
wood only, was fabrieated by Geometry, a- eurious and large
piece of Architecture, and finished when Noah entered into his’

six hundredth year—eon hoard of which he and his three sons -

and their four wives passed, and having reeeived their cargo of
animals by God’s: direction, they were saved in the Ark. Thus

from these four grand officers the whole race of manlmul are de- -

scended.
After the flood, Neah and his thre¢ sens having presérved the
knowledge of the arts and seienees, eommunicated theni to their

growing offspring, who were all of one langaage or speech; and it "
came to pass as they journeyed from the east towardsthe west,’

they-found a plain in the land of Sbimn and dwelt there as
Noacides or sons of Noah.

One hundred and one years after the flood, the deseendants of
Noah becoming numerous, he partitioned the earth amongst them
and ordered them to disperse dnd take possession; but fearing

the ill consequences of their separation they were unwilling to

disperse, but resolved if they must do’ so to transmit tlieir memo-

ral illustrious to all future .generations: they accordingly em»
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ployed themselves under grand master Nimrod, in the large and
fertile vale of Shinai, along the banks of the Tigris, in building
a greatand stately tour and eity, the largest work the world ever
saw; but they knew not when to desist till their Maker, provok-
ed by theif vanity, interrapted their grand design by confounding
their speech ; henee the city was ealled Babel or confusion.

Fro Shinai the sciences and arts were carried to the distant

parts of tbe earth, notwithstanding the confusion of the dialeets,
“thatindeed gave rise to the Mason’s faculty and universal prae-
. diee of conversing without speaking, and knowing each other by
sigos and tokens, which they settled on their dispersion or mi-
gration, in ease any of them should meet in distant parts who
before had been in Shinai. * L
" It would be tedious and uninteresting to trace the regular pro-
gression of Masonry and the arts from these dates of antiquity
down to modern times; we shall eontent ourselves with mention-
ing a few of the most remarkable particulars, the earliest and
most remarkable display of industry and the arts after the eon-
fusion of Babel, was exhibited by the Egyptians, who were soom
renowned for their taste and skill in the seiences ; the celebrated
‘cities of Memphis, Heliopolis and Thebes, with its hundred gates,
besides their palaces and sepulehres, their obelisks and statues,
their famous pyramids, the greatest of which is reckoned tKe first
of the seven wonders of the world, stand as monaments of the
industry and perseveranee of this people.

The Egyptians excelled all nations also in their amazing laba-
rynths, one of them is said to cover the ground of a whole pro-
vinee,. containing many fine palaces and one hundred temples,
disposed in its several quarters and divisions, adorned with eol-

- umns of the best porphyre, and the statues of their gods and
prinees. Abram who was born io the 2008th year of the world,
having sojourned in the land of Canaan till he was seventy-five
years of age, was driven by famine down into Egypt, where he
received iustruction in all the arts of Geowetry and Architee-
ture, which he carefully communicated on his return to the free
born of the Canaanites and particularly to his descendants;
Isaac and Jacob did the like also to their families, while Joseph
in process of time beeame the grand master of the Egyptian Ma-
sons. About eighty years before the Exodus of Moses, the Tsrael-
ites hecameo enslaved by the Kgyptians, who caused them to la




il

bour exceedingly in stone and brick wasdary, and made thew
build up many strong and stately. cities, At length the measure
.of their sufferings being eompleted, Moses marched out of Egypt
at the head of six hundred thousaad Hebrew males, marshalled
in due form; for whose sake God divided the Red Sea to let
them pass thrapgh, and drowned Pharoah and the Egyptim that .
pursued them. A. M. 2518.

While marching through Arabia to Cauaan, God was pleased
to inspire their grand master Moses, Joshua his depyty, and
Ahobab and Basaleel, grand wardens, with wisdom of heart, and
the next year they raised the eurious tabernacle where the divine
Shecinia resided, and the holy Ark, the symbol of God’s pre-
senee, which was framed by Geometry, a most beautiful pieee of
symmetrieal architecture, according to the pattern which God
discovered to Moses on Mount Sinai, and which was afterwards
the model of Solomon’s Temple.

But the temple of the most high at Jerusalem, far exceeded in
maguificenee and splendour, all the other structures in the world
beside ; it was built by that wisest man and most glorious kipg of
Israel, Solomon the son of David, the prince of peace and Archi.
tecture, the grand master Mason of his day, who performed all
by divine direction, and without the noise of tools; all the stones,
timbers and foundings, being brought ready, cut, framed and
polisted to Jerusalem.

It was founded in the fourth year of Solomon on the second
-day of the second mouth of that year, after the Exodus 480 years,
Anno mundi 2093. hefore Christ 10¢1. ‘

T'he following number of operators are said to have been em-
ployed in earrying ou the work:

1st. Rulers, provosts or overseers of the
people in working, who were expert 8,600
master Masons,
2, Of the stoue cutters and seulptors,

]nyers, builders, who were expert fel. 80,000
low crafis,
3. The levy of assistance under the no-
ble Adouerain, who was the grand jun. 30,000
warden.
Iu all, Free Masons, ) 413,600
Besides bondmen, labourers and bearers } ¥0,080
of bardens,

Inall, 188,600
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Solomon was much obliged and assisted by Hiram, king f
'Tyre, who seut him many of his best artists and builders, togeth-’
er with the firs and cedars of Lebanon. Bat above all he sent™
his name-sake, Hiram Abbiff, the most accomplished designer and
operater on earth, who in Solomon’s absence filled the chair as
deputy grand master, and was the prineipal surveyor and muter
of the wotk.

Solomon partitioned the fellow-crafts into eertain Lodges with
a master and wardens in each, that they might receive commands
in a regular manner, might take care of their tools and jewels,

“might be regularly . paid every week, and be duly fed and cloth-
ed, &ec. and the fellow-crafts took care of their successnon,
by educating entered apprentices. -

Thus a solid foundation was lard of per*eet harmony amongst
the brotherhood ;' the Lodge was strongly cemented with love and
friendship ; every brother was duly taught seerecy and pridence, _
morality and good feHowship ; each knew his peculiar busiess,
and the grand design was vigorously pursued at a prodigious ex-
pense. -No structure was ever like this for exact proporuon and
beautiful dimensions, from the most magnificent portico in the east, -
to the SANCTUM SANCTORUM in the west, with numerous
apartmients, pleasant and convenient lodgings and chambers for the
kings and prinees, the Sanhedrim, the priest, and Levites of Is-
rael; and the outer court for the Gentiles, it being an house of
prayer for all nations, and eapable of recéiving in all its courts -
and apartments together, about three hundred thousand people—
it was adorned with one thousand four hundred and fifty-three col- -
ums of parien marble, twisted or seulptured or fluted, with twice
as many pilasters; both having exquisite capitals or chapters of
several different noble orders, and about two thousand two hun-
dred and forty-six windows, and it was lined with mass gold set
with innumerable diamonds and other precious #ttnes, in the most
harmenious, beautiful and eostly decorations.

It was finished in the short space of seven years and six months,
to'the amazement of all the world, when the cape stone was cel-

. ebrated- with great joy by the fraternity. But their joy was soon
_ interrupted by the sudden death of their dear master Hiram Ab-
biff, whom they decéntly interred in the Lodge near the temple &
‘greeable to ancxent usage.

B
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Atter Hiram Abbiff was mourned for, the tabernasle of Moses
apd its holy reliques being ledged in the templé; Solomon in a
general assembly dedicated and consecrated it by solema prayer
and, coutly sacrifices past number, with the purest musie, vesal
and instrumental, praising Johovah upon fixing the holy Ark in
ity proper place, between the eherubims, when Jebovnh filled his
own temple with a eloud of glory.

This. glorious edifice attracted soon the inquisitive eonmois-
seurs of all nations, to travel and spend some time at Jerusalem,
to suryey. its peculjar excellencies, as mueh as waa allowed to
the, Gentiles, aud, they soon diseovered that all the world with
thm joint skill, eame far short of the Israelites in the wisdom,
ltrength and beauty of Architeetare, when the wise king Sole-
men, was M master of all Masens at Jerasalem, and the
learned king: Hiram was grand master st Tyre, and inspited- Hiv
ram Abbiff-had heen master of work; when true and eomplete
ﬁmmey wag under the immediate eare and direetion of Heaven;

the nable.and wise thought it their lionor to be the associ-

' m.ot the ingenious eraftsmen, in their well formed Lodges;
and 59 the. temple. of. Jehovah, the one trae God, hecame the just
wonder, of. gl travellers, by which as by the most perfeet pat-
tern, they, resolved to. correct the architecture of their own cowu-

tries upon their return.

Frow, this. time Magonry. in systematie form could be trased as
propagated apd encouraged by all the sueoeeding kings and prin-

. ees in their time thrqughout the eivilized world : but the vari- -
ous revelutions of empires, the rising and falliog of'kingdoms in
saceeysion, weuld produce such changes in every art, seience and
iu,gitqtion, 88 eould not with propriety be here enamerated ; the
ingpisitjyg Mason can aseertain from history and various recerds,
that, the royal Art:was eneouraged. and propagated through the
whole.agy of promise and expectaney, by both the Jewish "and
Roman kings, till in process of time the world was made flesh,
or the Lord Jesus Christ, Immanuel, was bora, the Asrchiteet or
grand master of the Christian Chureh, in the eomputed year of
Masonry 4908;. during the reign of Pontius Pilate, the Roman.
governor of Judea, ouy Lord Jesus Christ was erucified and by
his order, without the walls of Jerusulem, and rose again from
the dead, on the third day, for the Jumﬁutmn of all that believ-
ed in him.
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Rude ages of barbarity, ignoranee and oppréssion ittervenied
at different periods of the world, during which it was diﬁgn’li té
propagate, and keep alive the various imaprovenments and diseo-
veries that had been adopted ; but iustitutions und advaneericat
, in science, thus founded on the eternal roek of truth, are not to

be easily demolished, As christianity and eivilizdtion progresss
ed, Masonry also rose in esteem. We find thdt it wid éarly in-
trodueed into Great Britain by the Romani 3 Cetsi, paiticiilars
1v. and the other Roman generals who suceeeded him, wére reck-
oaned patrons and protectors of the eraft. Thd siecessive wars
which ensned between the contending emperors and genérils, éon-
- siderably obstructed the progress of Masonry iti Brita™ "~ '™
time of the emperor Carausius, by whom ‘it was revive
ticularly eneoiraged. Having shaken off tlie Raman yo
trived the most effectual means of rendering his persc
ernment agreeable to the people, and assuming the ¢l
a Masen, he acquired the love and esteem of the most o e
ed part of his subjeets; he possessed real merit, éncoiriged
learning and learned men, improved the country if the eivil arts,
and in order to establish an empire in Britain, he collected into
his dominions the best workmen and drtificers from all petts.
Among the first elass of his favourites came thé Masons 5 for
their tenets he professed the highest veheration, a'ui_d( appointed
Alhamus the prineipal superintendant of their assemblies. Under
his patrenage Lodges and eonventions of the fraternity weie re
gularly formed, and the rights of Masonry regularly pracétised.
To enable Masons to hold a general cotnisel, to establish theif
own government, and correot errors among themselves, Ke grant-
ed to them a charter, and commanded Albamus to preside over
them as grand mastér. This worthy knight proved s Zealous
friend to the craft, and afterwards assisted at the initiation of
. many persons, into the mysteries of the order. Albdiiiis or St.
Alban was the first who suffered martyrdom for the' Christian
religion in Britain, and the old constitutious sffirnj, that e was
employed by the emperor Carausius to build a wall round’ the
¢ity of Vemlam, and ereet for him a splendid palace, and that
to reward his diligence in executing those works, the’ éin'pei:br
made him steward of his household, and ehief ruler of the felm.
However this may be, we are assured froni the corrghorating tes-
timony of ancient historians, that he was an able architeet and
real encourager of the craft. ' '
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Masonry made but] slow progress in Great Britain from
the time of departore of the Romans, till the year A. D. 557,
when Austin, with forty menks, among whom the sciences had
been preserved, came to England. Austin was commissioned by
Pope Gregory to baptize Ethelbert, king of Kent, who appointed
him first archbishop of Canterbury. '

This mouk and his associates, propagated the prineiples of
christianity among the inhabitants of Britain, and by their in-
fluenee in little more thau sixty years, all the kings of the hep-
tarchy were converted. Masonry flonrished under, the patronage
of Austin ; he seems to have been a zealous encourager of Arehi-
tecture, and appeared at the head of the fraternity in founding
the old eathedral of Canterbary, in the year 600, and the eathe-
dral of Rochester, in 602, St. Paul’s, London, in 604, St. Peter’s,.
Westminster, in 605, and many others.

‘Some expert brethren arriving from France in 608, formed
themselves into a Lodge under the direction of Bennett Abbott,
of Wirral, who was soon after appointed by Kinred, king of
~ Mereia, inspector of the Lodges, and general superintendant of
the Masons.

“Masonry has generally kept pace with the progress of learn-
ing; the patrons and encouragers of the latter having been most
remarkable for eultivating and promoting the former.

No prince ever studied more to polish and improve the under-
standing of his subjects, than king Alfred, and no one ever proved
a better friend to Masonry. . Mr. Hume in his histery of Eng-
1and, relates the following particulars of this celebrated prinee: -

¢ Alfred usually divided his time into three equal portions: --
¢ one was employed in sleep and the refeetion of his body by diet’
¢ and exerecise, another in the dispateh of business, and a third
¢ in study and devotien. That he might more exactly measure
¢ the hours, he made use of burning tapers of equal length which
¢ he fixed in lanterns, an expedient suited to that rude age, when
“the art of describing sun dials, and the mechanism of elocks
¢ and watches were totally unknown. By this regular djstribu-
% tion of time, though he often labored under great bodily infirmi-
% ties, this martial hero, who fought in person fifty-six battles by
% sen and land, was able during a life of no extraordinary length,
% to acquire more knowledge, and even compose more books than
¢ most studious men, blest with greater leisure and appheatlon,

“have done in more fortunate ages.”




“On the déath of Alfred in 900, Edward succeeded to the
throne, during whose reign the Masons eontinued to hold their
Ledges under the sanetion of Ethred, his sister’s husband, and

. Etbward his brother, to whom the care of the fraternity was entrus-
ted. Ethward was a prinee of great learning, and an able Arehi~
_teet ; he founded the university of Cambridge. -

Edward died in 924, and was succeeded by Ethelstane his son,
who appointed his brother Edwin patron of the Masons. This
prince proeured a charter from Athelstane, empowering thém to
meet annually in communieation at York, where the first Grand
Lodge of England was formed in 926, at which Edwiu presided
as grand master. - Here many old writings were produced in
Greek, Latin and other languages, from which the constitutions
of the English Lodges are originally derived. Frem this eera we
date the establishment of Free-Masonry in England, There is
at present a Grand Lodge of Masous in the ecity of York, who
trace their existenee from this period, by virtue of Edwin’s char-
ter; it is said, all the Masons in the realm were convened at a
general assembly in that city, where they established a gemeral
or Grand Lodge for their future government. .

Under the patronage and jarisdiction of this Grand Lodge, it
is alledged the fraternity considerably inereased, and kings, prin-
ees, and other eminent persons who had heen initiated into-Muason-
ry, paid due allegianee to that grand assembly. The appellati-
on of ancient York Masons, is well known in all regular Lodges,
and the universal tradition is, that the brethren of that appella-
tion, originated from the memorable assemblage at York.

On the death of Edwin, Athelstane undertook in person the di-
rection of the Lodges, and the art of Masonry was propagated

. in peace and security under his sanction,

"~ The craft continued to receive the encouragement of the lungs,

the royal family and the ministry; some of whom were commonly

the grand master, and presided in the Lodges, till the year 1425,

. ot which time Henry VI. a minor, being on the throne, an act of

. parliament was passed probihiting and forbidding the assemblies
or dopgregations of Masons to be held, and declaring that any
person convicted of procuring or eamsing such meetings to be
holden, should be adjudged guilty of felony, and all persons at-
tending such assemblies should be punished by fine and imprison-
ment at the will of the king. But this act was never putin foree,
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mer the fraternity deterred from assembling as usual, under arch.
" hishop Churehley, who still continued to preside over them. Not.
withstanding this rigorous ediet, the effects of prejudice and me-
levalenee, in an arbitrary set of men, Lodges were formed in &if-
ferent parts of the kingdom, and tranquillity and felieity reigned
amongst the brethren.

In 4485, Henry the VII, came te the tbrone, who became the
patron of the craft, and under his auspices the fraternity flour-
ished, and Masonry progressed with an additional splendor. On
the 2oth day of June, 1503, a lodge of master Masons was form-
ed in the place, at which the king presided in person as master;
aod having appointed John Aslip, Abbot of Westminster, and
sir Regmald Bray, knight of the garter, his wardens for the oe-
easion, they proeeeded in ample proeession to the east end of
Westminster Abbey, where the king laid the foundation stene of
that rich master pieee of Gothie Architectare, knowna by the name
of Henry the seventh’s chapel. In the reign of queen Elizabeth,
sir Thomas Sackville accepted the office of gramd master, during
which period, Lodges were keld in different parts of the kinge
dom ; bat the general er Grand Lodge always assembled in York,
where the fraternity were numerons.and respeetable.’

The follewing circumstance is recorded of Elizabeth : hearing
that the Masons were in possession of seerets which they wouM
not reveal, and being jeslous of all secret assemblies, she sent
an armed force to York with intent to break up their amvue}

Grand Lodge.

* This design, however, was happily frustrated by the interpo-
sition of sir Thomas Sackville, who took care te initiate seme
of the ehief officers she had sent on this daty. They joined in
communieation with the Masons, and made so favorable a report
to the queen on their return, that she eountermanded hor orders,
and mever after altempted to disturb' the meetings of the fra«
ternity.

The year 1666, afforded a smgnlar and awful oceasion hr thp
utmost exertion of Masonir abilities,

The city of Londen, which had heen visited the preeeding
year by the plague, te whose ravages it is ecomputed above 100,000
of its inbabitants fell a sacrifice, had scarcely recovered from the
alarm of that dreadfal eontagion, when a general conflagration, re
duced the greatest part of the city within the walls, ts ashies. Fhe
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peraons whe were appointed surveyors oa this oeeasion to examine
the roins, reported that the fire overran 373 acres within the.
walls, and burnt 18,000 honses, 89 parish churches, hesides eha."
pels, leaving .only 41 ehurches standing. The Royal Exchange,

Custom Houase, Guildhall, Blackweil Hall, the two Compters,
fifty-two city companies’ halls, and three eity gates were alt de-

stroyed. The damage was computed at 1.10,000,000 sterling.

"The mest skilfal of the craft were called upon on this eccasion,

to devise plans for rebuilding the city in a mere elegant style, and

in'a way that it would not in future be so subject to be destroy-

ed by this ungovernable element. The kiog and grand master,

immediately. appointed Dr. Christopher Wren, who was deputy

grand master, te be the surveyor general aad priancipal architeet

for rebuilding the ¢ity: This gentleman eonceiving the eharge

teo important for a single person, selected Mr. Roliert Hook, pro-

femsor of geometry in Gresham college, to assist him, who were
immediately employed in measuring the ground, and adjusting the

streets, till they produced a plan which met the approbatlon of
the king; and agreeable te the manner in which the city has since
appeared. On the 23d of October, 1687, the king in person, level-
led in dup form the foundation stene of the New Royal Exehange,
now alewed to be the finest in Europe. Mauy other publie
and private edifices were eommenced with zeal, and finished with

amazing rapidity aad elegance. In 1671, deputy Wren began to
bnild that great fluted column called the monument, in memory of*
the burning and rehuilding of the eify of London. This stu-

pendous pillar was finished in 1677. It is built' of Portland
stone, of the Dorie order: its altitude from the ground is 202
feets the greatest diameter of the body of the column, is 15
feat; the ground plinth or bottom of the pedestal, 28 feet square,
and the pedestal 40 feet high. Over the capitol is an iron bal-
€ony, entompassing a cone 32 feet high, supporting a burniog
urn of gilt brass. It ia ornamented in a masterly manner with a

number of emblems and’ ststues, descriptive of the oh;eet mtended
to be eommemmorated.

Bat few thiugs- remarkable oceurred in the succeeding annals
of Masenry.. 'I'bus far we have thought proper to trace its ori-.
gin and progression, till we find the institution established on &
permanecnt basis, and reduced to proper system and order. A
further parmtive of its history would occupy more room than
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assid be: bestowed in this work : the enquiriog efaftsmen.can fiud
variofs authors that treat-more at large ou the historical:part of
the society ; to these he s referred.

. From a consideration of the attention and respeet with: whwh'

Magsenry has been treated in all ages; from the eneousragement
and patronage it has always received, from the wise, the virtu-
ous, and the great, we are constrained to believe that the influ-
ence and tendeney of the institution, have not been solely confined
to its operative part. -

Spmtual or speculative Masonry, furnishes much matter for
our serious consideration and regard : we find that the arts, the
sciences, and all the branches of useful improvement, have been
cultivated and eneouraged by societies of this kind, and that pe-
culiar seerecy - has been enjoined, and special regard had to the
charaeter and moral deportment of all sweh as wished to be ad-
mitted fellows or companions in.those learned institutions ; the
Egyptians partieularly, had the most serupulous care in keeping
the secrets of Masonry from all strangers.

‘The great Pythagoras who took a journey .to Egypt, to study
the Egyptian learning, found such difficulties to be introdueed to
the priests at Memplhis, as he could get over by no.other means
than by his submitting to be circumcised. So cautious were these
sage, liberal students, likewise, that they wrapped up their mys-

teries in all disguises, allusions, enigmas; fables, and allegories, .

calculated from their mest intricate literatare, which. required
the greatest sggaecity, knowledge and study to understand. . ‘From
thenee arose originally the sigus, tokeus, obseure questions and
angwers among -Masons, which have been banded down to us by
oral tradition only. These were kept undiscovered and unex-
plained to the eraftsmen, apprentices, and laborers of those times,
till they became after long service and attendance, preficients,
and qualified for masters and undertakers of work, by diseover-
ing some extraordinary genius and excellence. A Mason, right-
Iy to understand the several copious mysteries of the craft, should
have his mind enriched with solid learning; as in this -consists
one of the first qualifieations for making him perfeet. A good
Mason then is an honest man ; one who duly pays his duty to his
great Creator; one who strives.by honest industry to exeel in that
~ trade, profession or seienee, he is called to; one who js just in
all his dealings and dependencies, cultivatiog his mind and be-
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daviour with social adepts, and brotherly\euigmty in all the da-
ties of life ; one who would willingly do-t6 all men as he would
have them to do to him. This we presume is the fundameun.
tal principle of Masonry. Let not an institution aiming at
so great and noble an ebject, be evilly spoken of: cherish
the divine principle in your hearts, and manifest it through
all your lives and in all your actions; it is the transeript
of the divine vature formed in the human soul. 'The prinsipal
intention of forming societies is undoubtedly the uniting men in
the stricter bonds of leve ; for men considered as social ereatures,
must derive their happiness from each other; every man being
designed by Providenee, to promote the good of others, as he
tenders his own advantage. OQur doctrine is this: that we re-
strain not our love to our next neighbors only, this being merely
& matter of eonvenience; nor to our acquaintance solely, this be-
ing the effect of inclination to gratify ourselves. We are not to
caress our friends only because gratitude and common justice re-
quire that at our hands, nor should our love be limited to them par<
ticularly who are of the same church or opinion with us, for by
‘the very same reason that we are induced te belicve ourselves
right, they may imagine themselves so too, and what we may
judge to be perfection among ourselves, they may condemn as
blemishes. Admit that in peints or modes of worship, we may
differ from each other, yet the Lo#ze reconciles even these; there
we all meet amicably and converse socially together; there we har-
monize in principles, though we vary in punetilios; there we
Join in cenversation and intermingle interests ; there we
" discover no estrangement of behaviour, no alienation of affection;
we serve one another most readily in all kind offices of friend-
ship. Freedom of opinion thus indalged, but its points never
discussed, is the happy influence under which the unity of this
traly honourable society, has been preserved from time immemo-
rial. Upon which account Masonry bas become the centre of
union, and the means of conciliating friendships among those,
that might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance,
causing them to love as brethren and heirs of the same hope,
partaking of the same promises, children of the same God, and
candidates for the same heaven. Now in order to cherish and
promote this harmony, within doors and without, let us first lay
hold on the surest means of stopping the mouth of degraction, by

»
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endeavouring to lead a pure and unblemished life; let us econ
pider that not the reputation of one only, but that of the whole
society is affected by a brother’s mishehaviour. Invested as we
are with that distingnished badge, which at this day is the gle«
ry and boast of the greatest potentates upon earth, we should
gscorn to act beneath the dignity of our profession. Let us then
walk worthy of our vocation, and do honour to eur profession.



MASONIC CONSTITUTIONS, &e¢.

CHAPTER I

ORIGIN OF MASONRY, AND HISTORY THEREOY IN AMERICA.

IN England, until the year 1717, a sufficiént num-
ber of masons, met together, had ample power to make
masons, and discharge every duty of masonry, by inhe-’
rent privileges, vested in the fraternity at large, without
a warrant of constitution.—But at the meeting of the
Grand Lodge of England on St. John the Baptist’s day
in that year, the following regulation was adopted : ,

¢ The privilege of assembling as masons, which has’
hitherto been unlimited, shall be vested in certain lodges
of masons, convened in certain places ; and every lodge
hereafter convened, shall be legally anthorised to act by
a warrant from the Grand Master for the time being,
granted to certain individuals by petition, with the con.

"sent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communica-
tion ; and without such warrant, no lodge shall hereafter
be deemed regular or constitutional.” |

Freemason’s lodges in America are of recent date.
Upon application of a number of brethren residing in Bos-
ton, a warrant was granted by the right honorable and’
most worshipful Anthony, Lord Viscount Montague,*
grand master of masons in England, dated the 80th of-
April, 1788, appointing the right worshipful Hepry Priee
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grand master in North America, with full power and aa-
thortty to appoint his deputy, and other masonic officers
necessary for forming a grand lodge ; and also to consti-
tute loadges of free and accepted masons, as often as ecca-
sion should require.

In consequence of this commission, the gmnd masler
opened a grand lodge in Boston,* on the 30th of July,

1783, in due form, and appointed the right worshipful
Aundrew Belcher, deputy grand master, the worshipful
Thomas Kennelly and John Quann, grand wardens.

'Fhe grand lodge, being thus organizgd, under the de-
signation of St. John’s Grand Lodge, proceeded to grant

- warrants for constituting regular lodges in various parts
:of America ; and from this grand lodge originated the.
first lodges in Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, Rbode-
Island, Connecticut, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary-
Tand, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Barba-
‘does, Antigua, Newfoundland, Leuisburg, Nova-Scotia,
‘Quebec, Surrinam, and St. Christopher’s.

In 1775, hostilities commenced between Great Bntau}
and America. Boston became & garrison, and was aban-
doned by many of its foriner inhabitants. The regulan
meetings of the grand lodges were terminated, and the
brethren of St. John’s Grand Eodge held no assembly
until after the re.establishment of peace.

"Fhere was at that time also a grand lodge holden at
Boston, upon the ancient establishment, under the desig.
nation of ¢ The Massachusetts Grand. Lodge,”’ which
originated as follows :

In 1755, a number of brethren restdmg in Boston, who
were ancient masons, in consequence of a petition to the
grand lodge of Scotland, received a deputation, dated,
November 30th, 1752, from Sholto Charles Douglaq&

- Sometimes called “ The Grand Lodge of Modern Masans.”
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Lord Aberdour, then grand master, constilutiug them a
regular. lodge, under the title of St. dAndrew’s Lodge, No-
88, to be holden at Boston. '

This establishment was discouraged and opposed by

the St. John’s Grand Lodge, who thought their privileges
" infringed by the grand lodge of Scotland ; they there-
fore refused to have any intercourse with St. Apdrew’s
Lodge for several years.

The prasperous state of St. Andrew’s lodge soon led
ils members to make great exertions for the establish-
ment of an ancient grand lodge in America; which was
soon effected in Boston, by the assistance of travelling
lodges, belonging to the British army, who were stationed
there.

December 27, 1769, the festival of the Evangelist was
celebrated in due form. When the brethren were assem-
bled, a commission from the right honorable and most
worshipful George, Earl of Dalhouse, grand master of
masong in Scotland, dated the 30th of May, 1760; ap-
pointing Joseph Warren to be grand master of masons
in Boston, and within one hundred miles of the same,
was read, and he was, according to ancient usage, duly
installed into that office. The grand master then ap-
pointed-and installed the other grand officers, and the
grand lodge was at this time completely organized.

" Between this period and the year 1791, this grand
lodge granted warrants of constitution for lodges to be
holden in Massachusetts, New- Hampshire, Connecticat,
Vermont and New-York. '
" - Tn the year 1773, a commission was received from the
right honorable and most worshipful Patrick, Karl of
Nu mfries, Grand master of masons in Scotland, dated

Maxch 8, 1772, appointing the right worshipful Joseph
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Warren, Eoq. grand master of masons for the Continent
of America. -4

In 1775, the meetmgs of the grand lodge were suspen:
ded, by the town of Boston becominga garrison.

- At the battle of Bunker’s Hill, on the 17th of Jure,
this year, masonry and the grand lodge met with a hea-
vy loss, in the death of grand Master Warren, who was
slain contending for the liberties of his country.

Socn after the evacuation. of Boston by the British ar-
my, and previous to any regular communication, the bre-
thren, influenced by a pious regard to the memory of the
Inte grand master, were induced to search for his body,
which had been rudely and indiscriminately buriedin the

field of slaughter. They accordingly repaired to the

place, and, by direction of a person who was on the ground
at the time of his burial, a spot was found where the
earth had been recently turned up. Upon removing the
turf, and opening the grave, which was on the brow of a
hill, and adjacent to a small cluster of sprigs, the remains
were discovered, in a mangled condition, but were easily
ascertained ;* and, being decently raised, were conveyy.

ed to the state house in Boston ; from whence, by a'large.

~and respectable number of brethren, with the late grand
officers, attending in precession, they were carried: to the.
Stone Chapel, where an animated eulogium was deliver.

~ ed by brother Perez Morton. The body was then depo-

sited in the silent vault, ¢ without a sculptured stone to
mark the spot ; but, as the whole earth'is the sepulchre
of illustrious men, his fame, his glorious actions, are en-
graven on the tablet of universal remembrance ; and will
survive marble monuments, or local inscriptions.”

1777, March 8. The brethren; who had been dispers:

ed in consequence of the war, being now generally col- -

* By an artificial tooth.
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lected; they assemhled to take into censideration the
state of masonry. Being deprived of their chief by the
- melancholy death of their grand masier, as before men-
tioned, after due counsideration, they proceeded to the
formation of a grand lodge, and elected and installed the
most worshipful Joseph Webb, their grand master.

- 1783, January 8. A commiitee was appointed io
draught resolations explanatory of the power and aathori..
ty of this grand lodge. On the 24th of June following,
the committee reported as foillows, viz.

¢ The committee appointed to take into consideration
the conduct of those brethren who assume the powers and.
prerogatives of a grand lodge, on the ancient establish-
ment in this place, and examine the extent of their au-
thority and jurisdiction, together with the powers of any
other ancient masonic institution within the same, beg
leave to report the result of their examination, foundedon
the following facts, viz.
¢ That the commission from the grand lodge of Scot-
land, granted to our late grand master Joseph Warren,
- Esq. having died with him, and of course his deputy,
whose appointment was derived from his nomination, be-
ing no longer in existence, they saw themselves without
a head, and without a single grand officer; and of con.
sequence it was evident, that not only the grand lodge,
but all the particular lodges under its jurisdiction, must -
cease to assembie, the brethren be dispersed, the penny-
less go unassisted, the craft languish, and ancient mason-
ry be extinct in this part of the world.

¢ That in consequence of a summons from the former

%ﬂmd officers, to the masters and wardens of all the regu.-
ar constituted lodges, a grand communication was held,
to consult and advise on some means to preserve the in-
tercourse of the brethren.

% That the political head of this country having destroy-
ed all connexion and correspondence between the sub-
jects of these states and the country from which the grand
lodge originally derived its commissioned aunthority, and
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.the principles of the craft inculcating on its professors
submission to the commands of the civil authority of the
country they reside in; the brethren did assume an elec-
tive supremacy, and under it chose a grand master and
grand officers, and erected a grand lodge, with indepes-
dent powers and prerogatives, to be exercised bowever on
principles consistent with and subordinate to the regula-
tions pointed out in the constitutions of ancient mason-
Ty. ~ '
¢ That the reputation and utility of the eraft, under
their jurisdiction, has been most extensively diffused, by
the flourishing state of fourteen lodges constituted by
their authority, within a shorter period than that in which
three only received dispensations under the former grand
lodge. : :

%That in the history of our craft we find, that in Eng-

land there are two grand lodges independent of each oth- ,

er; in Scotland the same; and in Ireland their gand lodge
and grand master are independent either of
Scotland. It is clear that the authority of some of their
grand lodges originated in assumption ; or, otherwise,
they would acknowledge the head from whence they de-
rived. '

¢ Your committee are therefore of opinion, that the do-
ings of the present grand lodge were dictated by princi-
ples of the clearest necessity, faunded in the highest rea-
son; and warranted by precedents of the most approved
authority.” :

This report was accepted, and corresponding resolu-
tions entered irmto, by the grand lodge, and recorded.

1791, December 5. A committee .was appointed, a-

greeably to a vote of the 2d of March, 1787, ¢to confer

with the officers of St. John’s grand lodge upon the sub-
Ject of a complete masonic union throughout this common-

wealth.”

Qu the 5th March, 1792, the committee brought in their
report and presented a copy of the laws.and constitution
for associating apd uniting the two grand lodges, as »

ngland or-
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greed to by 8t. John’s grand lodge, which being read
and deliberately considered, was unanimously approved of.

June 19, 1792. The officers and members of the two
grand lodges met in conjunction, agreeably to previous
arrangements, and installed the mpst worshipful Joha
Cutler, grand master; and resolved, ¢ that this grand
lodge, organized as aforesaid, shall forever hereafter bé
known by the name of The Grand Lodge of the Moét
Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons for the Commonwealth of Massachusetis.”

In addition to the powers vested by charter in the two
grand lodges before mentioned, for instituting subordi-
nate lodges, the grand lodge of England appointed pro-
vincial grand masters, in several of the states, and inves-
ted them also with anthority to grant warrants for hold-
ing lodges.

The revolution which separated the American States
from the government of the mother country, also exonera-
ted the American lodges from their allegiance to foreigw
grand lodges ; because the principles of masonry incul-
cate obedience to the governments under which we live.
T'he lodges in the several states, therefore, after the ter-
* mination of the war, resoted to the proper and necessary
means of forming and establishing independent grand
lodges, for the government of the fraternity in their re.
spective jurisdictions.

The Grand Lodge of New-Hampshire was first form-
ed the 8th of July, A. L. 5789. A number of lodges in
this state had received warrants from Massachusetts,
which united, in the cstablishment of this grand lodge,
and came under its jurisdiction.—Its meetings are holden
at Portsmouth, in January, April, July and October. In
4805, our latest information, there were seventeen regu-
lar lodges under its Jurlsdlctlx;m
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* The Grand Lodge of Massachuseits was established
on the 27th of December, 1769, under authority of the
grand Jodge of Scotland, but the grand masonic union
being formed on the 19th of June, 1792, the, grand lodge
has regularly proceeded, since that period, and has now
eighty-three regular 1odges under its jurisdiction.

. The Grand Lodge of Rhode.Island was organized on
the 25th of June, 1791, and has niue regular lodges under
its jurigdiction.

The Grand Lodge of Cornecticat was constituted on
the 8th of July, 1789, and has forty-six regular lodges
_under its jurisdiction.

The Grand Lodge of Vermont was constituted on the
14th of October, 1794, and has twenty regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. .

The Grand Lodge of New.York was first constituted
uunder authority of a warrant from the Duke of Atholl, in
1781 ;, but, in pursuance of the example of their sister
states, the said Provincial Grand Lodge was, at the city
of New-York on the 5th day of September, 1787, clos-
ed sing die, and the present Grand Lodge regularly’con-
stituled. It now has, under its jurisdiction, one hundred:
regular lodges.

The Grand Lodge of New.Jersey was constituted on .

. the 18th of December, 1786, and has, under its jurisdic-
tion, fifteen regular lodges. )

- The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was first formed
by authority of a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, on the 20th of June, 1764, and on the 25th of Sep-
tember, 1786, was closed, at the city of Philadelphia,
sine die, and the present Grand Lodge was regularly
opened:—It has, under its jurisdiction, one hundred regu-
lar lodges, five of which are held in Delaware, there be-
.ing no regular grand lodge in that state: .
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 The Maryland Grand-Lodge was coustituted on the
17th of April, 1787, and has Qwenty six regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. -

. . The Grand Lodgé of Viiginia was constltuted on the
- 30th of October, 1778, nnd has ﬁfty s1x regular lodges
under its jurisdiction. " *

The Grand Lodge of North Carolina was first in ope-
ration in 1771, under authority of a charter’ from 'the
Grand Lodgé of Scotland Tts records were destroyei
by the British ariny dunng the revolutionary contest. -t
tecommenced its operations in 1787, and has ﬂnrty.'
three regular lodges under its jurisdiction.

* The Grand Lodge of Suut‘n Carolina -was established
on the 24th of March, 1787, and has forty-fonr regular
lodges under its Jlll‘l‘;dlcl]nn

’[‘be Grand Lodge of Georgia was held under warraMs
from the Granfl Lodges of England and Scotland, which
were resigned on the 16th of December, 1786, when “thie
present Grand Lodge was established., 1t has twenty-
one regular lodges under its Jumdmtwn

The Grand Lodge of Upyer Canada. has tyvelye regu-
lar lodges ander its jarisdiction.. - ..- \

The Gragnd Lodge of Lower Canada lms ﬁfteg,n regu-
Pr lodges under its jurisdiction.

From the Grand Lod,ge of Nova. Scoha we, lnwe not
recelved retarns. _ , o
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CHAPTER 1L .

HISTORY OF MASONRY IN KENTUCKY.

THE frst regular lodges in Kantuoky, derjved iheir an.
therity from the Grand Lodge. of Virginia.

In the year 1800 there were, under that authonty, five
regular lydges But from their. remote sjtuation from
their parent Grand Lodge, they were induced to proceed
to the establishment of a Girand Lodge for the state of

Kentucky—-an& in pursuance of an invitation from the
‘ Lexmgton Lodge, No. 25, a convention of delegates from
all the regular lodges then existing in the state, was held
. atthe Masgon’s Hall in the fown of Lexington, on the 8th
day of September, A. D. 4800, where it was resolved, that
it was expedient and proper to establish a Grand Lodge
for the state ¢f Kentucky, and the following address was
a.dopted anfl ordered to be forwayded to the Grand Lodge
of. Vx;slnlaf

o szmcmn, KENTUCKY,

September 8th, A.'L. 5800, A. p. 1800. -
MOST WORSHIPFUL SIR AND 'BRDTHER,

" A MEETING of the deputies from five lodges, regu-
larly established in Kentucky, has been held at Lexing-
ton ; 'and adopted the resolutxons which you will ﬂnd en-
closed.

In adoptihg this measure, we have been actuated by a
wish to promote the welfare of the craft. It cannot be
new to, or unconsidered, by the Grand Lodge of Virginia,
that the lodges in this country under their jurisdiction,
labour under many inconveniences.

In the first place, we suppose the charity fund an im-
portant object in our institution. The benefit of this fund
cannot be extended to any brother or his family here.

It must also be observed, that the lodges in this statc
oannot conveniently be represented in the Grand Lodge
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of Vigginia, by their masters and wardens ; and that the
appointment of-otlier representadives, is suhject to great
diffieulties, from causes which are evidemt. - "T'he distanoe,
and unayoidable aceidents, have frequendy prevented the
lodges in Kentucky from beins roproagted in the gread
lodge.

Anbvther inconvenience, (net the least impertant with
regard to masonry)is, that we cannet expeot the presence
either of the gramd master, or visiters, who may be ap-
pointed to inspect our work, and see that it is regulnrly
conducted. .

Part of an independent commonwealth, we need net re:
fer to precedents to authorize this measure : these prece-
dents must be familiar to the Grand Lodge of Virginia.
* While, however, we deem this measure necessary, we
have yet determined, that the usual contributions to the
Grand I.odge of Virginia shall be paid up till the period
of our separation; and thus proving our disposition to
discharge, in every respect, our duty to our parent lodge,
we trust that it will credit the motives whxch lead us to
separate.

Notwithstanding the separation, we will never forget
that we are materials of the same temple, nor cease to at-
tach ourselves to our brethren of Virginia, however remote
we may be, from their part of the great superstructure-—
‘No disgust, no disrespect to the Grand Lodge of Virgi-
nia, has induced us tp adopt this. measure ; necessity and
. the welfare of the craft commands it.

'We shall, at every opportuanity, be happy to communis
cate through our grand lodge with your grand lodge ; and

assure you we are '
Your Friexns aAND BROTHERS.

(Signed by order of the convention.)

JOHN HAWKINS, Castrmar,
, ‘;‘HOMAS BODLEN, Grizx.
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Tn pursuance of a2 resolution entered imto by the said
convention, delegates from all the said regular lodges,
again metat the Mason’s Hall,in the tewn of Lexington,
on the 16th of Octeber, in the year 1800, and proceeded
regularly to establish a Grand Lodge for the state of Ken-
‘tucky.* ‘
i. The delegates thien severally surrendered tothe Grand
Lodge their respective charters, and recéived new ones in
lieu thereof, under the authority of theﬁmnd Lodge then
established for the state of Kentucky ;. by which they

chartered and constituted Lexington Lodge No. 1, Paris
Lodge Ne. 2,'Georgetown Lodge No. 38, Hiram Lodge
No. 4; and Solomon’s Lodge No. 5. A committee was
appointed. who reported the following address to the sev-
eral Grand Lodges in the United States, explanatory of.
the reasons for establishing a Grand Lodgc in the state of
Kentucky

* The representatxves of five lodges regularly constituted under the Graud

Lodge of Virginia, assembled at Mason’s Hall in the town of Lexington, an
Thursday the 16th of October, . . 5800, for the purpose of opening a Grand
Lodge for the state of Kentucky.

The worshipful James Morrison, being the oldest past master present, was,
requested to take the chair, and appomted thefollowing brethren officers pro’
tem. vi
WILLIAM MURRAY, Senior Warden {| ISAAC E. GANO, Senior Deacen.
THOMAS HUGHES, Junior Warden. || JOHN BOBBS, Junior Deacon.
THOMAS BODLEY, Secretary. NATHANIEL BARKER, Tylr
JAMES BLISS, T'reasurer.

The lodg'e then proceeded to the election of grand officers, when, on exam- .

ining the ballots it appeared, that the worshipful brother William Murrray,
master of Hiram Lodge, No. 57, was unanimously elected Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and was immediately installed according to ancient
form. Thé most worshipful grand master elect, having waved his right of ap-
pointing a deputy-grand master, the Lodge proeeeded to the election of one ;
and the worshipful brother Alexander Macgregor, master of Lexington Lodge
No. 25, was duly elected to that office, and installed according to ancient form,

The lodge then proceeded to the election of grand warde¢ns, when the wor-

shipful Simon Adams, master of Abraham’s Lodge, was elected senior, and

Cary L. Clarke, past master of Georgetown Lodge No. 46, junior grand war- .
dens, snd respectively install¢d according to ancient form.

an
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* LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY,
AL, A.D,
MOST WORSHIPFUL SIR AND BROTHER,

I AM iustructed, by the Grand Lodve of Kentucky,
to announce to you their organization, and to explain the
" motives which have led to a separation of the lodges in

Kentucky, from the jurisdiction of their parent Grand
Lodge of Virginia. They will be detailed in the simpli-
city of unadorned tratli, and are too forcible to require
“any extraneous assistance to carry conviction of the pro-
priety of the measure. No motive of disgust or disres-
pect to the Grand Lodge of Virginia, has actuated those
lodges upon this occasion. They still feel the same fra-
ternal love and affection for their brethren of Virginia,
which, as masons, it is their duty to entertain for all the
fraternity ; with the additional sentiments which arise
from a remembrance, that it was more immediately from
that Grand Lodge, that those lodges derived the means
of illumination.—They conceive that their procedure is
sanctioned by precedent, and enforced upon them by ma-
sonic principles. '
Among the multitude of precedents to which they might -
refer, the following only will be enumerated, which are
supposed to be more than sufficient to give every sanc-
tion which precedent can give to any measure.

"1. In‘the reign of George the 2d, the lodgesin Eng-
‘land having, from neglect, gone greatly into decay, it was
deemed necessary, to promote the welfare of the craft,
that a grand lodge for England should he established in
London, although no grand lodge had ever been before
established there. It is further to be observed, at that
time there was a grand Jodge established at York in the
same kingdom, which continued a long time afterwards
separate and independent. Tn the state of Keutucky,
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there is no grand lodge, but this which is now organized.
In forming the new grand lodge in England, at London,
four lodges only concurred ; in forming the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, five regular lodges (all of which are in this
state) are represented.

. 8. Prior to the American revolution, the grand lodges
of the then provinces, were governed by provincial grand
masters, appointed by the grand master of England. Af-
ter that revolution they separated themselves in different
and independent grand lodges, justly conceiving that as
members of an independent commonwealth, and as FREE
MASON», they had a right so to do, the better to promote

the welfare and prosperity of the craft.—This is believed .

to ave happened in almost every state of the union.

8. There was one exceptiop, which will now be notic-
ed as the last precedent of which mention will be made—
The lodges in Maryland were generally, if not altogether,
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylva-
nia, until the 81st day of July, A. p. 1788, a. L. 5783,
when they formed a Grand Lodge of Maryland ; and this
proceeding finally received the sanction and approbation
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

Though the right of the lodges in this state, to form a
grand lodge, is undoubted, yet a due regard to the opin-
ions of their brethren, induced this Grand Lodge to de-
velope the circamstances which rather have compelled,
than induced this measure to be adopted merely as of
right and choice.

Here it will be only necessary to advert to the great
distance (not less than seven hundred miles) between the
. seats of the lodges in this state, and that of the Grand
Lodge of Virginia. This alones sufficient to prove that
our inducements to a separation are much stronger than
those which existed in the case of the grand lodge at
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London, or that of Maryland. On this head it will be_

sufficient to enumerate some inconveniencies, not whick
might happen, but which have actually been felt in thié
state by the craft. Some lodges, though punctual in trans-
mitting their communications and contributions to the G.

Lodge of Va. have laboured under a painful, and although -

to the G. Lodge then unknown, and undeserved censure,
when from causes unavoidable, the persons intrusted there-
with have not arrived in due time. From the same cause;
one lodge then acting under a dispensation, has been com-
pelled to take out two dispensations before they obtained,
a charter, and were obliged to suspend their work at two
periods for almosta year. In difterent parts of this state,
application for charters have been made by worthy breth-
ren, which are presumed wholly to have miscarried, be-
cause no notice has been taken of them by the Grand
Lodge of Virginia, and the characters of the applicants
are of undoubted eligibility.

We have already found cause to lament that the lodges

in this country, could not be legally and regularly. visited ;
a continuance in such a state, there is just ground to fear,
would giye existence and permanence to the greatest ir-
regularities. Finally, it is the opinion of this Grand
Lodge, that if no other reason existed, it would be sufff-
cient to represent to our brethren, that our situation pre-

cludes an unfortunate brother or his family, among us, -

from the due assistance out of the grand charity fund, to
which we have contributed.

Fully convinced of their right, and actuated by a de-
sire to encourage the deserving brethren in their labours,
" and repress the irregularities of the unwary, we trust that
our motives and conduot will be duly appreciated by the
most worshipful Grand Lodge of A I amyalso

B
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. .

mslmcted by thia Grand Lodge, to oﬂ'er, through yoix,
reciprocation of correspondence and communications with
your Grand Lodge, and to assure them of the earnest

"wish we have to prove to them our fraternal regard and

- esteem 3. in which, permit me to add, to yourself and-

. them, that of

Your Frienp anD BRoTHER.

Aécordingly grand communications have regularly
been held, at the Mason’s Hall in the town of Lexington,

‘and the business of masonry has been advanced and bene-

fitted thereby. Charters have heen granted for holding

lodges as follows :—
Lexington -Lodge No, 1, Le:mngton, K Octaber 17, 6800.
* Paris Lodge No. 2, Paris, K. :
1 Georgetown Lodge No. 3, Georgetawn, K.
Hiram.Lodge No. 4, frankfort, K. § ———— ———
Solomon’s Lodge No. 8, Skelbyville, K. e oo o .
1 Washington Lodge No. 6, Bairdstown, K. February 10, 5804
Harmony Lodge No. ¥, Natchez, M. T. October 16, 5801.
§ Abraham’s Lodge No. 8, Middletown, K. Aprit 6, 5802.
Jerusalem -Lodge No. 9, Henderson, K. September 19, 5804.
Upity Lodge:No. 10, .Millersburgh,li‘ September 18, 5805.
St. John’s Lodge No. 11,
Philanthropie Lodge No. 12, Damdson Ca ’1 n. Sept. 18, 5803,
‘Cineinnati Lodge No. 18, Cincinnati, 0. March 20, 5808.
Mount Vernon Lodge ‘No. 14, Georgetown, K. dug. 28,5807,

" The charter-of Pnns Lodge No: 2, was surrendered on the 14th Oct. 5802

‘t'The charter of Georgetown.Lodge No. 3, was arrested by the Grand
Lodge on the 21st of March, 5804.

4 The charter of Washington Lodge No. 6, was arrested by the Grand Lodge
on the 7th October, 5806.

‘§ Abraham’s Lodge No. 8, was, by order of the Grand Lodge, removed to
Louisville on the Sth April, 5803.
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. CHAPTER III.

GENERAL LAWS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE GRAND LODGE;
" THE SUBORDINATE LODGES, AND ANCIENT YORK MASONS.

BY-LAWS, &c.

ARTICLE 1. The grand lodge shall bold a grand
communication once in every year, on the last Wednes-
day in August,

Art. 2. There shall not be any grand lodge opened -
to work, unless there be present a representatmn of five
subordinate lodges.

Art. 2. The members of the grand lodge are, the grand

-officers, past grand officers, past masters, officers of subor-
dinate lodges and representatives from said lodges.

Art. 4. Subordinate lodges who cannot send represen-
tatives to the grand lodge are permltted to appomt proxies,
who must be master masons, and members of some lodge
under the jurisdiction of the grand lodge. 4

Art. 5. The appointment of the representatives and
proxies must be certified by the secretary of the lodge

- making the appointment, and have the seal of sa.ld lodge
aﬂixed to the certificate.

Art. §. The duty of the grand lodge is to receive ap-

peals, redress grievances, and remove all complaints of
the private lodges ; to grant warrants, and authorize new

lodges to work ; to reprehend mal-conduct in any of its

private lodges or members ; to relieve distressed brethren,
their widows or children ; to assess such economical con-

tributions for charity and other exigencies, from time to -

time, as shall appear proper, for the good of the craft; to
correspond with every grand lodge on the terrestrial globe,

that they shall deem right, for the good of the fraternity ;~

to devise and design plans, problesns and positions for
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the private lodges to execute, and also to choose and
elect by written ballot annually, and duly install all the
grand officers.

" Art, 7. 1t is the duty of every grand officer, in propor-
tion to his superiority, during the vacation of the grand
lodge, to have special care of the private lodges, direct-
ing all their designs, plans, problems and positions on
‘which they work, to be executed according to, and with-
in the extent and limit of the ancient land marks, usages
and customs of the sublime order of free and accepted
masonry. ’

" Art. 8. All matters of controversy before the grand
lodge, shail be determined by a majority of votes; that
is to say, the grand master or presiding officer, havmg
one vote, (unless in case of an equal division, and then
two;) the deputy grand master one vote ; the grand war-
dens for the time being, collectively, one vote ; the past
grand officers and past masters collectively one vote ; and

- the officers, or their representatives, of each subordmate.

lodge collectively, one vote. It is, howevér, understood,
that no brather can vole in a double capacity.

" Art. 9. Every grand officer shall be elected annually,
by a majority of written ballots, taken agreeably to Art;
8, which ballots shall be collected by the senior grand
‘deacon, aud shall be by him delivered to the most wor-
shipful grand master for the time being, to count, who
shall order the grand secretary to proclaim the officer

elected. During the time that the grand deacon is col-

lecting the ballots, and until the grand secretary has pro-
claimed the officer ballotted in, every member shall be
. silent and keep his seat. The senior grand deacon shall
not present the ballot-box to any voter until the grand
secretary bas called upen him to answer, beginning wilh

the most worshipful grand master, and contipuing the,
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voters accordmg to rank and senjarity. 13' it ufonnd by
~ the m. w. grand master on counting, that there are more
ballots than voters, he shall charge the members to he
more attentjve to their duty, and order a new election ;
and if any member is convicted of putting more ballots in
the box than he is entitled to, he shall be forever suspepy
ded from a seat in the grand lodge.
Art. 10. Every grand officer shall be chosen from
among the working members of the several subordinate
lodges; provided he is not thereby raised to a degree
higher than what he may have attained in his said lodge,
Art. 14. The officers to be elected by the grand lodge
are the m. w. grand master, the two grand wardens, the
grand chaplain, the grand orator, the grand treasurer, and
the grand steward. T'he officers, however, baving the
.authority of making the other appointments, may wavg
that privilege whenever they may think proper. = .
Art. 12. The grand officers shall be titled apd nnked‘
in the following order :—
.4. The most worshipful gmnd master
2. The right worshlpful deputy grand master
3. The worshipful senior grand warden.

. The worshipful junior grand warden.

. The most reverend grand chaplain,

. 'The grand orator.

. 'The grand secretary.

. The grand treasurer.

. The senior grand deacon.

. 'The junior grand deacon.

11. The grand marshall.

412. The grand steward.

13. The grand sword "bearer,

14. The grand pursaivant,

15. The grand tyler.

h .
SO VI SO B
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- Art. 13. No elected officer of .the grand Iodge, or of
any private lodge, shall act as such until he is duly In-
stalled.

Art. 14. On the day appointed for the assembly of the
grand lodge, the members shall collect with all possible
punctuality, the lodge shall be opened in the most strict
Masonic order, prayers said, and-the proceedings of the,
last grand communication read; and immediately afier
the several returns are examined, the following commit-
tees shall be appointed, for the several special purposes,
and they shall continue only duriog the session of the
grand lodge. -

1. A committee of three-members who shall be depu-
ties from three different subordinate lodges, to examine
the books and vouchers of the grand secretary, grand
treasurer, and stewarde of the grand charity fund ; and

they shall report a statement thereof. They shall also.

ascertain the expenses of the grand communication.

- & A ocommittee of two members shall be appointed to
examine attendant and visiting brethren, observing thaf
noue can be admitted under the degree of master mason.

3. A committee of three members shall be appointed

to hear grievances, and examiue into the same, and make

due report thereof to the grand lodge.

Art. 15. The most worshipful grand master is invested
with the power of convening the grand lodge at any time
when there shall appear to him an emergent occasion.

Art. 16. Incase of the death of any grand officer, or in

. case of any brother refusing to serve or install according

to appointment to any grand office, the m. w. grand
master is invested with power to nominate, appoint, and
jnstal such other brethren to fill all such vacancies of of-
fice, as shall meet his plcasure and discretion.

Art. 17. The m. w. grand master has the command of
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svery other officer, and may call on- any and all of them,
at any time, for advice abd assistance on any business rela.
- tive to the craft.

Art. 18. The m. w. grand-master is not authonsed to

make or seeond any motion.

Art. 49. The m..w. grand master is invested with the
“privilege of granting dispensations at his discretion, du--
~ ring the recess of the grand lodge, and the right-worship--
ful deputy grand master is invested- with the same privi-
leges in case of the absence of the m. w. grand master.

Art. 20. In case of the death of the m. w.'grand master
during the time for which he is elected and installed to
serve, -or in case of his refusal to serve or install according
to appointment, all the powers and privileges shall de-
volve and become the-inherent right of the following
brethren accordingto the grade here mentioned :—1st.
The right worshipful deputy grand master. 2d. The wor-
shipful senior grand warden. 3d. Fhe worshipfal junior
" grand warden. 4th. The past grand officers, according
to pank and seniority. 5th. The presiding masters of sub-
ordinate lodges according to rank. 6th. The past masters
according to rank and senierity.  ° :

Art. 21. Tt is the duty of the m. w. grand master to.
install his deputy, but e may deputize whom he pleases.
to install all the other officers, and also any officer of a -
private lodge. - '

- Art. 22. It is the duty of the m. w. grand master, in -
officio or pro tem. to- subscribe in presence of the grand
ladge, a fair and true trgnsmpt of their proceedings, pro-
vided the proceedings are first read by the grand secreta-
ry, and agreed to by a majority of the brethren assembled ;
and the proceedings subscribed, he is to deliver to the
grand secretary, with direction to have them truly regis-
tered and filed. . : :
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Art. 23. Every subordinate lodge which shall net be
répresented for three successive grand communications, or
who shall be in arrears to the Grand Lodge for two years,
ghall be suspended from all the privileges of the order,
until they shall comply with both these requisitions—and
upon an order from the Grand Lodge to that effect, at a
titme to be specified therein, shall be finally stricken cff the
list of lodges, and have their charter withdrawn ; having
due notice of such order, to be communicated to them by
the grand secretary for the time being. -

Art. 24. Every member of the grand lodge, as also

very member of every subordinate lodge, shall pay due
submission and obedience to the respective officers.

Art. 25. It is the duty of every free mason to live in
peace, harmony and love, with all mankind; to despise
hatred, malice and calumny ; to practise universal charity

~ and benevolence ; to avoid as much as poss1ble, all law
suits, and to submit all differences that may arise between
brethren, except such as may relate to real or personal
ptoperty, to be reconciled by the several lodges te which
they belong, or by the grand lodge

Art. 26. Every free mason is enjomed always to avmd ‘
addressmg a brother or a cowan as a free mason, unless
they are in private or in open lodge, under the penalty of
a severe reprimand.

~ Art. 27. Every set of masons that may hereafter obtain

permission from the grand lodge, to receive a warrant to -
authorise them to congregate and work as a regular lodge

~ of free masons, shall for the same, pay into the Grand
Charity fund, thirty dollars, before the said warrant shall

be issued, and shall also pay asa fee to the grand secre-
tary for engrossing and affixing the seal of oﬂice, parch-
ment and recording, six dollars.

Art. 28. Every set of masons that may hereafter obtain
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from the proper officer permission to receive from the
grand secretary a dispensation to congregate and work as
“a warranted lodge of frce masous, not exceeding twelve
months, shall pay into the Grand Charity fund for the
same, five dollars, and three dollars to the g. secretary.

Art. 29. Every subordinate lodge shall hereafter be
. accountable for, and are hereby directed to pay to the
grand treasurer on account of the grand lodge, every
‘twelve months, the following assessment :

- 1. Forevery mason they have initiated during tbe pre-
eeding twelve months, one.dollar.

2. For every member of each respective lodge, fifty
cents per annam.

- Art. 80. The Grand Charity funds shall only be sub-
Ject to such applications as the grand lodge and the Grand
- Charity stewards shall direct.

Art. 31. Five brothers, being members- of the grand
lodge, one of whom shall be the m. w. grand master, and
the other four duly elected, to be nominated and entitled
.Stewards of the Grand Charity fund, any three of whom
shall be a quorum of responsibility and entitled to act.

Art. 82, It is the duty of the stewards of the Grand
Oharity fund, to superintend and apply all the said funds
of the grand lodge with care and economy, and they are
authorised to draw orders on the grand treasurer for any
sum they may think proper.

Art. 33. It is the duty of the stewards of the Grand
‘Charity fund, to inform every assembly of the Grand
. Lodge, by written report, giving an account of all their
procaedings during the last twelve months, and solicit
the advice of the Grand Lodge in cases that may appear
-any way doubtful or intricate.

Art. 34. Itis the duty of the most reverend grand
chaplain to say praycrs to the Igongregation at the open-
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ing and cloding of every Grand Lodge. Also, to pre.
pare and preach suitable oocasional sermons, as may be
ditected iy the most worshipful grand master.

Art 8. It is the daty of the grand secretary to keep
a fair, true and regular topy, registered in proper books
for that parpost, of all the proceedings of the Grand
diodge. He shall not register any preceediugs that are
ot duly ratified and sigoed in epen lodge, by the most
worshipful grand master ; and the transcript so ratified
and signed, shall be hy the grand secretary filed as an o-
riginal voucher for his record.

iArt. 86. No warrant, certificate, or any ether instru-
ment of writing whatever, shall be of any validity, if is-
. ahed Ky the grand secretary unless.-it be attested by his
wignature, and has the seal of the Grand Lodge affixed
thereto.

Art. 87. AW the beoks, records, papers, seal, &c. kept
by the graud secretary, shall be the property of the Grand
Jatdge, and to.them er their committee dehvered up whea-
<ever called for.

Art. 88. The grand secretary shall atiead personally,
‘or by bis agent, who shall be a member of the Grand
-dvodge, with all his books and papers of office, on every
assombly of the Grand Lsodge, under the penaity of twen-
1y dollars.

Art. 89. The grand secretury shall prooure. all (eke
‘books anil statienery for the grand lodge on the most
‘reasvmable terms, and draw on the grand treasurer for the
apdount thereof, whe is herehy authorised to pey the
-axme. He shall be eutitled to the following #£ees, as a
-oompensation for his services :

1. He shall be paid by the Grand Liedge ten cents for

overy hundred words which he actually and necessarily

whites for their %o and by their dtrectmn T
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" 8. Heshall bo paid by the pariies smploying hims
for copying frem the records, files and procesdiegs of they
Grand Lodge, or any instrumend of writing whataver,
(except as is beforo provided for,) ten cents for every
bondred worde ;—-he finding for this purpose bis qwn
stationery.

8. He shall be paid by ﬂte parties emplnyllg hiw, o
dollar for affixing his seal of affice, to any instrument of
" writing Whatever, except it be a warrant or dispensation,
which is before provided for.

Art. 40. The grand secretary shall not be- entitled to
any fee for affixing his seal of office to any instrument of
writing ordered for the use of the Grand Lodge ; such as
particular summounses, copies of proceedings sent to for-
eign Grand Lodges, &c.

Art. #4. The grand ireasurer ghall wcmmtto the srmd
lodge for all monies received by him,—nuor shall he pay
any meney withent the order of the most wurshipful grand
master, or of the grand charity stewards, axcept as befose
provided.

Art. 42, He shall on the first day of each grand com
munication lay a statement of bzs accounts before {hg
graml lodge,

Art: 48. The grand secrolary shall ahnys have his

books completed, so far as he is in possession of dgcq,
ments for the same, to proguce to every grand comunica-

tion, under the penalty of twenty dollars. : '
Art. 44. Any grand officer withdrawing himself, durmg’
his appointment as a grand officer, from the privates lodge
to which he belonged at the time of his election, shall Y4
that case vacate his seat in the grand ladge. A
Art. 45. No subordinate lodge shall confer the degree
of past master, unless on those who have heen ularl§
dlected to fill the.chair, or as preparatory to some higher
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degree. And no past master who shall have received
that degree for the latter purpose, shall be eatitled, on that
account, to a seat in the grand lodge ; ner shall they be
relurned as such in the communications to the grand ledge.

Art. 46. No by-law shall be altered or done away,
or any new one adopted, until the proposed alteration,
amendment, nullification or addition, as the case may be,
shall have been handed in, in open lodge, and seconded;
and remained one whole vacation.

(¢ Signed by arder of the Grand Convention.)
" THOMAS TUNSTALL, Preg’t.

Attest,
DANIEL BEADFORD, CrEgkE.

CONCERNING A LODGE AND ITS GOVERNMENT.

A lodge is a place in wich masons meet to work. The
dssembly or organized body of masons is also called a
lodge, just as the word church is expressive both of the
congregation of people, and of the place in which they
meet to worship.

The quelities of those who are to be admitted as mems
bers of a lodge, have been fully mentioned ; and it is only
necessary to repeat here in general, that they are to be
¢ men of good report, free-born, of mature age,* hale and
sound, not deformed or dismembered at the time of therr
making, and no woman or eanuch.”

. ® Whereas a petition was presented to the Solomon’s Lodge No. 5, by John
Pope, esq. ( who had the misfortune to lose his right arm) praying to be ad-
mitted a member of that lodge.
And wheress a vote of said lodge was taken, which was unanimous for hig
E.vmumn, upon condition that it would meet the approbation of the Grand
dge. The question was now laid before the committee, and the subject
‘fully discussed ; whereupon it is
. Resolved, That the decision of the Solomon’s Lodge, in favor of the admis-
.sion of Mr. Pope, is proper ; and that he may be initiated in said lodge ; as it
appears to this committee, that the deformity of the candidate is not such as
¢o prevent him from being instrycted in the prts-and mysterics of Free Maugh'
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-A lodge ought to assemble for work at Teast once in
each calendar month, and myst consist of one master, two
wardens, senior and junior, one secretary, one treasurer,
and as many members as the master and a majority of-
the lodge, shall from time to time think proper ; although
more than forty or fifty (when they can attend regularly,
as the whelesome rules of the craft require) are general-
ly found inconvenient for working to advantage; and

therefore, when a lodge comes to be thus numerous, some’

of the ablest master workmen, and others under their di-
rection, will obtain leave to separate and apply to the
Grand Lodge for a warrant to work by themselves, in or-
der to the further advancement of the craft, as the laws
hereafter to be delivered, will more particularly shew.
But such warrant cannot be, granted toany number of ma-
sons, nor can a new lodge be formed, unless there be a-
mong them three master masons, to be nominated and in-
stalled officers for governing and ipstructing the brethren
of such lodge, and promoting them in dye time according

© to their merit.

In order that due decorum may be observed, while the
lodge is engaged in what_is serious and solemn, and for
the better preservation of secrecy and good harmony, 2

1y, and that his being initiated will not be an infringement upon the land marks,
but will be perfectly consistesit with the spirit of our institution.—See pro-
ceedings of thg Grand Lodge of Kentucky, 15th Qctober, 5801.

Whereas a question was made by Hiram Lodge, No. 4, to the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, at their last grand communication, relative to the necessary
qualifications of a candidate for initiaion ; more particularly what attention
should be paid to the age of the applicant—And whereas the answer and re-
commendation of the grand lodge is not calculated to relieve the mipds of
some brothers—therefore,

Regwlved, As the opinion of this committee, that strict gttention should be
paid to the age at which, by the civil laws of the country in'which the lodge is
constituted, the candidate is declared of lawful age, and free to act far himself';
which in Kentucky, is 21 years.—sSee prageedings af the Grand Lodge '}f Ken-
igckd, 19tk September, 5804.
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‘Brother well skilled in the master’s part, shall heappdi'n
ted and paid for tyling the lodge duor, during tho hme of
-communication.

Every lodge shall keep a book containing their by.
Yaws, the names of their members, with a list of all the
lodges under the same Grand Ledge, and united in gen-

eral communication, with the usual times and places of -

meeting in such lodges, and such other necessary paris
of their transactions, as are proper to be written.

No lodge shall make more than five new brethren at
one time, unless by dispensation from the grand master,

or deputy in his absence ; nor shal) any person be made,.

-pr admitted a member of a 1odge, without being proposed
one month before, that due notice may be given to all the
members, to make the necessary enquiries into the candi-

date’s character and connexions, and that there may be-

sach unanimity in the election and admission of mem-
bers, as the by-laws require ; because unanimity is essen.
#ial to the being of every lodge : and, therefore, no mem-
ber can be imposed on any lodge, by any power whatev-

er, without their consent ;' nor would it be proper to ad-.

nit any brother to work among them, who has openly
violated the sacred principles of masonry, until undouht-

ed proof of his reformation has been given; least the

harmony of the lodge might be thereby distarbed, and
net then, till a certificate is produced of his having paid
all arrearages to that lodge, of which he was last a mem-
ber: for should any lodge admit a brother, whe is in

arrears to another lodge, the lodge where he is admitted, .

make the debt their own.

As every lodge has a right to keep itself an entire body,
they ought never;to interfere in the business of another
Todge. Therefore it would be highly improper in amy
Tbdge, to_confer a degree on_the brother; who is not of
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their household for every lodge ought to be competent
to their own business, and are indubitably the best judg- -
es of the qualifications of their own members : and it does
not follow as of course, that a brother admitted among
the household as an apprentice, to learn the royal art, is
eapable of taking charge of that household, however skill- -

-ed he may be in his apprenticeship; for there are many

very necessary qualifications esseatial in those, who are
promoted to the higher erders.

‘As the officers of every lodge are the proper represen- .
tatives of their own lodge in Grand Lodge, still for the
sake of equal representation, the officers are allowed de-
puties, when unable to attend themselves ; which deputiod
must be appoiated by the majority of every particular
bedge when duly congregated, and their appointment
sball be attested by the secretary, with the seal of their
lodge. And every lodge has the privilege of instructing
their master and wardens, or their deputies, for theircon-
duet in the grand lodge, and quarterly communications.

. Hvery brother eught to be a member of some lodge, ner
is it proper that any number of brethren should withdraw
or separate themselves from the lodge in which they were-

. made, or were afterwards admitted members, withont &

_ euffidient cause’; although the right is an inherent one, and

can aever be restrained by any power whatever; still such
separation would be impropec, unless the lodge becomes
too namereus for working; in which case, a sufficient
number may withdraw with the approbatien of their

- lodge, in order to form a new one.

‘While the lodge is apen for work, masons must hold
noprivate conversation or committees, without leave from
the amaster ; nor talk of any thing foreign or impertinent
4p the weork in hand 5 nor interrupt the master or wardens,
or -any ‘ether brother addressing himself to the chair ;
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por act ludicrously while the lodge is engaged in whatis
gerious and solemn ; but every brother shall pay due rev.
erence to the master, the wardens, and all his felluws,
and put them to worship.

Every brother found guilty of ‘a fault, shall stand to
the award of the lodge, unless he appeals to the Grand
Lodge ; but if the Lord’s work be hindered in the mean
while, a particular reference may be made.

No private piques, or quarrels about nations, families,
religions, or politics, must be brought within the doors of
the lodge, as being directly contrary to the rules already
laid down—Masons being declared of the oldest religion,
universally acknowledged as such, and of all nations
bound to live upon the square, level and plumb with
each other, following the steps of their predecessors, in

cultivating the peace and harmony of the lodge, without

distinction of sect or political party.

‘When the lodge is closed, 'and the labours of the day
finished, the brethren before they depart home to their
rest, may enjoy themselves with innocent mirth, enliven-
ed and exalted with their own peculiar songs, and sub.
lime pieces of music, treating one another according to
ability, but avoiding all excess and compulsion. both in
eating and drinking ; considering each other in the hours
Both of labour and festivity, as always free. And, there-
fore, no brother is to be hindered from going home when
he pleases ; for although after lodge hours, masons are
-as other men, yet if they should fall into excess, the
blame, though unjustly, may be cast upon the fraternity,
by the ignorant or envious world. ‘

Before those who are not Masons, you must be cautious
in your words, carriage and motions; so that the most
penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover what is
not proper to be intimated. 'The impertinent and ensnar-
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ing quesiioas, or ignorant and 1dle discourse, of these who
seek to pry into the secrete and mysteries eommitted to
you, must be prudently answered and managed, er the
discourse wisely diverted to another subject, as your dis-
cretion and duty shall direct.

Masons ought to be meral men, .and fully qualified as
is required in the foregoing sections. Consequently they
should be geod husbands, good parents, good sons and
good neighbeurs ; not staying too long from home, aveid-
ing all excess injurious to themselves or families; and
wise as to all affairs, both of their own househeld and of
the lodge, for certain reasons known to themselves.

You are caatiously to examine a stranger er foreiga
brother, as prudence and the rules of the craft direct, that
you may not be imposed upon by a pretender ; and if yon
discover any one to be such, you are to reject him with
scorn and shame, taking care to give him no hints ; but
suclr as are found to be true and faithful, you are to res»
pect as brothers, according to what is directed abeve ; re-
lieving them if in want, to your utmest power; or direct-
ing them how to find relief, and employing them if yon
can, or else recommending them to employment. '

Free and accepted masons bave ever been charged to
avoid all manner of slandering and backbiting of true and
faithful bretbren, with all malice and unjust resentment,
or talking disresnectfully of a brother’s person or per-
formance. Nor ought they to suffer any others to spend
unjust reproaches or calumnies against a brether behind
his back, nor to injure bim i his fertune, eccupation or
character ; but they ought te defend such brother, and
give him notice of any danger or ipjury wherewith he
may be threatened, to enable him tp escape the same, as
far as is consistent with honeur, prudence, and the safety
of morality and the state, but G:m further.
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Tf a brother do you injury, or-if you have any differ-
ence with him about any worldly or temporal business or
interest, apply first to your own or his lodge, to have the’
matter in dispute adjusted by the brethren. And if either
party be not satisfied with the determination of the lodge,
an appeal may be carried to the grand lodge; and you
are never to enter into a law suit, till the matter cannot
be deceided as above. And if it be'a matter that wholly
concerns masonry, law suits are {o be entirely avoided,
and the good advice of prudent brethren is to be followed,
as they are the best referees of such differences.

But where references are either impracticable or unsuncs
cessful, and courts of law or equity must at least dcide,
you must still follow the general rules of masonry alrea-
dy laid down, avoiding all wrath, malice, rancour and
personal ill-will, in carrying on the suit with a brother ;
neither saying nor doing any thing to hinder the continu-
ance or renewal of that brotherly love and friendship,
which are the glory and cement of this ancient fraternity,.

Thus shall we shew to all the world the benign influ-
ince of masonry, as wise true and faithful brethren, be-
fore us, have done from the beginning of time ; and as all
who shall follow us, and would be thought worthy of
that name, will do, till architecture shall be dissolved,
with the great fabric of the world, in the last general con-
flagration !

No brother can be master of a lodge till hie has first ser-
ved the office of warden somewhere ; unless in extraor-
"dinary cases, or when a new lodge is to be formed, and
1o past or former warden is to be found among the mem-
bers. In such cases, three master masons, although they
"have served in no former offices, (if they be well learned)
may be constituted master and wardens of such new lodge,
or any old lodge in the like emergency.
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The master of every lodge shall be chosen by ballot
on each St. John’s day ; and the present wardens (where
they regularly are) shall be put up among the number of
candidates for the chair, but shall then withdraw, while -
-every free member {viz. all who have paid up their dues,
or have been excused payment according to law) gives
his vote in favor of him whom he deems most worthy.
Each free member hath one vote, and the master two
votes, where the number of votes happens to be equal,
etherwise he has but one vote.

When the ballot is closed, and before it be examined,
the former master shall order the candidates to be brought
back before him, and to take their seats again as wardens.
He shalk then carefully examine the poll and audibly.de-
clare him that hath the majority of votes duly elected.

The master-elect shall then nominate one for the senior
warden’s chair, and the present master and brethren shall
nominate one in opposition; both of ‘whom shall with-
draw till the ballot is closed as aforesaid, after which they
ghall be called before the master, and the poll shall be
examined and declared by him as above directed ; in like
" manuner shall the lodge proceed in the choice of all the
inferior officers ; great care being taken that none be put
in nomination for favour or affection, birth or fortune, ex-
clusive of the consideration of real merit and ability, to
fill his office for the honor and advancement of masonry.

The master of a particular lodge has the right and au-
thority of calling his lodge at pleasure, or upon the appli-
cation of any of the brethren, and upon any emergency
-and occarrence, which in his judgment may require their
meeting; and he is to fill the chair when present. Itis
likewise his duty, together with his wardens, to attend
the Grand Lodge, at their communications, and also the
Steward’s Lodge, and such occasional or special grand
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comunications me the good of the craft may require,
'when duly summened by the grand secretary, and within
such reasonable distance of the place of holding the Grand
Lodge, as the laws of the same may have ascertained on
that head. When in the Grand or Steward’s Lodge, and
st general as well as special communications, the master
and wardens, or either of them, have full power and au-
thority te represent their lodge, and o transact all matters
relative thereto, as well and as truly as if the whele bedy
were there present.

The master has the right of appointing some brother
{who is mest commonly the secretary of the lodge) to
keop the book of by-laws, and other laws given to the
lodge by the proper authority ; and in this book €hall also
be kept the names of all the members of the lodge, and a
list of all the lodges within the said grand communication,
with the usual times and places of their meeting.

"The master bas also the particular right of preventing
the removal of his lodge from one house to another: and
whereas several disputes have arisen on this head, and it
kath been made a question in whom the power of remo-
ving a lodge to any new place is invested, when the old
place of meeting appears to be inconvenient, the follow-
. ing rule for this purpose hath been finally agreed upon
and settled by lawful autherity, viz:

¢ That no lodge be removed without the master’s know-
ledge, nor any motion made for that purpose in the lodge

when he is absent. But if the master be present, and a -

motion be made for moving the lodge to some other mare
convenient place (within the district assigned in the war-
rant of such lodge) and if the said motion be seconded
“and thirded, the master shall order summonses to every
individual member of the lodge, specifying the husiness,
and appointing a day fer hearing and determining the af-

fair, at least ten days before, and the determination ghall
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be made by the majority. Bat if the master is not of the
mayority, the lodge shall not be removed, unless full two,
tl;,irdsl of the members present have vated for such re.
moval.

¢ But if the master refuse to direct such summons to be
issued, (upon a motion duly made as aforesaid) then ei-
ther of the wardens may direct the same ; and if the mas-
ter neglects to attend on the day fixed, the warden may
preside in determining the affair in the manner above
prescribed. But the lodge shall not in the master’s ab-
sence, (on such special call) enter upon any other cause
or business, but what is particularly mentioned in the
- said snmmons.

¢ If the lodge is thus regularly ordered to be removed,
the master or warden shall send notice to the grand sec-
retary, that such removal may be notified and dul enusr-
ed in the Grand Lodge books 4t the next Grand Lodge.”

None but master masons can be wardens of a lodge.
The manner of their election, and several of their duties
being connected with the election and duties of the mas-
ter, have been mentioned.

The senior warden succeeds to all the duties of the mas-
ter, and fills the chair when he is absent. Or if the mas-
ter goes abroad on business, resigns, demits, or is depos-
ed, the senior warden shall forthwith fill his place till
the next stated time of election. And although it was
formerly held, that in such cases the master’s authority
ought to revert to the last past master who is present, yet
it is now the settled rule that the authority devolves upon
the senior warden, and in his absence devolves upon the
junior warden, even although aformer master be present.
But the wardens will generally wave this privilege in
honor of any past master that may be present, and will
call oo him to take the chair, upon the presumption of his
experience and skill in conducting the business of the
lodge. Nevertheless such past master still derives his
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authority under the senior warden, and canunot.act till:he
congregates the lodge. If none of the officers be present,
nor any former master to take the chair, the mem-
bers according to-seniority and merit, shall fill the places
of the absent officers.

]

CHAPTER 1V.

OF THE MANNER Oﬁ CONSTITUTING A LODGE OF MASTER MA-
SONS, WITH REMARKS ON THE FIFTH, OR PAST MASTER’S
DEGREE. -

A COMPETENT number of master masons, desirous
of forming a new lodge, must apply, by petition, to the
grand lodge of the state in which they reside, setting forth,
¢ that they are free and accepted master masons; that
they are at present, or have been, members of regular
lodges ; that having the prosperity of the fraternity at
heart, they are willing to exert their best endeavours to
promote and diffuse the genuine principles of masonry ;
that, for the conveniency of their respective dwellings,
and for other good reasons, they are desirous of forming a
new lodge, in the of » to be named 3
that, in consequence of this desire, they pray for letters
of dispensation, or a warrant of constitution, to empower
them to assemble, as a legal lodge, to discharge the du-
ties of masonry, in a regular and constitutional mauner,
according to the original forms of the order, and the regu-
lations of the grand lodge, That they have nominated
and do recommend A. B. to he the first master; C. D. to
be the first senior warden, and E. F. to be the first junior
warden, of the said lodge ; that, if the prayer of the peti-
tion should be granted, they promise a strict conformity to
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all the constitntional laws:and regulatlons of the Grand
‘ Lodge 9

.This petition, bemg signed Dy a competent’ number of
regalar masons, and recommended by a lodge or lodges
adjacent to the place where the new lodge is to be hol-
den, is delivered to the grand secretary, who lays it be-
fore the grand lodge.

If the petition meets the approbation of the gnnd lodge, -
they generally order a dispensation -to be issued, which
is signed by the grand or deputy grand master, and au-
thorizes the petitioners to assemble as a legal lodge, for
a certain specified term of time.

Lodges working under dispensations are considered
merely as agents of the grand lodge ; their prsiding offi-
cers are not entitled to the rank of past masters ; their of.
ficers are not privileged with a vote or voice in the grand
“lodge ; they cannot change their officers without the spe-

cial approbation and appointment of the grand lodge ; and
in case of cessation of such lodges, their funds, jewels, and
other property accumulated by initiations, into the sever-
-al degrees, become the property of the grand lodge, and
must be_ delivered over to the grand treasurer.

When lodges that are at first instituted by dispensa-
tion, have passed a proper term of probation, they make
application to the grand lodge for a charter of constitution.
If this be obtained, they are then confirmed in the pos-
session of their property, and possess all the rights and
privileges of regularly constituted lodges, as long as they
sonform to the constitutions of masonry.

After a charter is granted by the grand lodge, the grand
master appoints a day and hour for constituting and con-
secrating the new lodge, and for installing its master,
wardens, and other officers.

If the grand master, in person, attends the ceremony,

>
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the lodge is enid to be constituted in ample forin ; if the
deputy grand master only, it is said to be constituted in
due form ; but if the power of performing the ceremony
is vesied in a subordinate lodge, it is said to be constitu-
ted ir form. :

- When charters of constitution are granted for places
where the distance is so great as to render R incenvenient
for the grand efficers to attend ; the grand master, or his
deputy, issues a written instrument under his hand and
private seal, to seme worthy present er past master, with
fall power to constitute and instal the petitioners.

" CEREMONY OF INSTALLATION.

The grand master® asks his deputy, ¢ whether he has
examined the master nominated in the warrant, and finds
him well skilled in the noble science and the royal art ?”
'The deputy, answering in the afirmative, by the grand
master’s order takes the candidate from among bis fel-
lows, and presents him at the pedestal; saying, ¢ most
worshipfal grand master, T present my worthy broth-
er A. B. to be installed master of this new lodge. I find
him to be of good morals, and of great skill, true and trus-
ty: and as he is a lover of the whole fraternity, where-
soever dispersed over the face of the earth, I doubt not
that he will discharge his duty with fidelity.”

The grand master then addresses him :

¢ BroTHER—Previous to your investiture, it is neces-
sary that you should signify your assent to those ancient

eharges and regulations which point out the duty of a
master of a lodge.”

*In this, and other similar instances, where the grand master is specified
in acting, may be understood any master who performs the ceremony.

T A private examination is tnderstood to preccde the installation of every
officer.
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"T'he grand master then reads, or orders. to be read,
& simmary of the ancient charges, to the master elect, as
follows, viz :— ' .

4. You agree to b¢ a good man and true, and strictly
to obey the nioral law. , . '

%2. You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfulty
fo conform to the laws of the country in which you reside.

¢ 3. You promise not to be concerned in plots and con-
spiracies against government, but patiently to submit to
the decisions of the supreme legislature.
¢4, You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil ma.
. gistrate, to work diligently, live creditably, and act hon.

ourably by all men. ' ,

¢35, You agree to hold in veneration the original rulerg

and patrons of the order of masonry, and their regular
. successors, supreme and subordinate, according te-their

stations ; and submit to the awards and resolutions of your

brethren when convened, in every case consistent with the
. eonstitutions of the order.

¢ 6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels,
and to guard against intemperance and excess.

7. You agree to be cautious in your carriage and beha-
viour, courteous to your brethren, and faithful to your
lodge.. :

‘g& You promise - to-respect genunine brethren, and to
discountenance impostors, and all dissenters from the ori-
ginal plan of masonry.

¢9. You agree to promote the general good of society,
. -to cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the know-
‘ledge of the art. : 4

¢:410. You promise to pay homage to the grand master
for the time being, and to his officers when duly installed ;
and strictly to conform to every edict of the grand lodge,
or general assembly of masons, that is not subversive of
the principles and ground. work of masonry.
- %44, You admit that it is not in the power of any man,
" or body of men, to.make innovations in the body of ma-
sonry. S
¢ 12. You promise a regular attendance on the com.
H ;
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mitteks and communientions of the grand lodge, on receiv-
jg proper notice; and to pay attention to all the duties
of masonry, on convenient occasions.

»  «43, You admitthat nonew lodge shall be formed with-
out permission of the grand lodge ; and that no conntenance

given to any irregular lodge, orto any person clandes-

tinely imitiated therein, being contrary to the ancient char-
ges of the order.

% 44. You admit that ne person can be regularly made
A mason in, or admitted a member of, any régular lodge,
witheut previous notice, and due inquiry into his char.
acter.

«15. You agree that no visiters shall be received into
your lodge witheut due ex:mination, or being properly
vouched for.” : :

Thege are the regnlations of free and accepted masons,

‘The grand wmaster then addresses the master elect in
the following manner: ¢ Do you submit to these charges,
and promise to support these regulations, as masters have
done in all ages before you?” The new master having
siguified bis cordial submission as before, the grand mas-
ter thus addresses him : o

¢ Brother A. B. in consequence of your cheerful con-
formity to the charges and regulations of the order, you
are now to be installed master of this new lodge, in full
confidence of your care, skill and capacity to govern the
same.” ‘

The new master is then regularly invested with the iu-
signia of his office, and the furniture and implements of
his lodge. | 4

The various implements of the profession are emblem-
atical of our conduct in life, and_upon this occasion care-
fully enumerated. _

“4The Holy Wiitings, that great light in masonry,
will guide you to all truth; it will direct your paths %o
the temple of happiness, and point out to you the whole

U duty of man. o o - ‘



4

ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONBY, L 4

% The Sguare teaches to regulate our’ actions by rulg
- And line, and to barmonize our condyct hy the principles
of morality aud virtae,

““ The Compass teaches to limit our desires in eve?
station, that, rising to eminence by merit, we may live res-
pected, and die regretted.

¢¢'The iiule directs, that we should puuctually observe
our duty ; press forward in the path onirmn, and, nei-
ther inclining to the right nor te the left, in all our actions,
have eternity in view. .

¢'The Line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, tp
avoid dissimulation in conversation and action, and to dj-
rect our steps to the path which leads to immortality.

¢ The Book of Ceanstitutions, you are to search at all
times. Caase it to be read in your lodge ; that none may
pretend ignorance of the excellent prwegts it enjoing.

¢ Lastly, you receive in charge the By-Laws of ygur
lodge, which you are to see carefally and punctually
executed.”

The jewels of the officers of the new lodge being thei
retarned to the master, he delivers them, respectively, to

“the several officers: of the grand lodge according to their

rank. :
"T'he subordinate officers of the new lodge are then in.
vested with their jewels, by the grand officeds of corres-
ponding rank ; and are by them, severally ia turn, con-
ducted to the grand master, who delivers each of them &
«hort charge, as'follows, viz :—
THE SENIOR WARDEN.

¢ Brother C. 7). you are appointed Senior Warden of

this new lodge, and are now invested with the ensign of

your office. ,
* ¢'The Level demonstrates that we are descended from

the same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the
same hope ; and though distinctions ameng men are neces-
sary to preserve subordinaiion, yet no emigence of station
should make as forget that we arc brethren; for he who
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is placed on the lowest spoke of fortune’s wheel, may be-
-entitled to our regard ; because a time will come, and the
wisest knows not how soon, when all distinctions, but that -
of goodness, shall cease; and death, the grand leveller
of human gréatness, reduce us to the same state.

¢¢ Your regular attendance on our stated meetings is es- -
sentially necessary 5 in the absence of the master you are
to govern this lodge; in his presence you are to assist
him in the government of it. I firmly rely on your know-
ledge of masonry, and attachment to the lodge, for the
faithful discharge of the duties of this important trust.—
Look well to the W:st !”?

THE JUNIOR WARDEN."

¢ Brother E. F. you are appointed Junior Warden of
this new lodge ; and are now invested: with the badge of
our office.
¢ The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our
several stations, to hold the scale of justice in equal poise,
to observe .the just medium between intemperance and
pleasure, and to make our passions and prejudices coin-
cide with the line of our duty.
«To you, with such assistance as may be necessary, is
entrusted the examination of visiters, and the reception
of candidates. To you is also committed the superinten-
dance of the craft during the hours of refreshment ; it is
therefore indispeusably necessary, that you should not
only be temperate, and discreet, in the indulgence of your
own inclinations, but carefully observe that none of the
“craft be suffered to convert the purposes of refreshment
into intemperance and excess. :
¢ Your vegular and punctual attendance is particularly
requested ; and I have no doubt that you will faithfully
execute the duty which you owe to your present appoint-
ment.—Look well to the South !’ ‘ ‘

. THE TREASURER. o
¢ Brother G. H. yon are appointed Treasurer of this
new lodge. It is your duty to receive all monies from
the bands of the secretary, keep just and reg_utar accoums
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of the same, and pay them out at the worshipful mester’s
will and pleasure, with the consent.of the lodge. 1 trust,
your regard for the fraternity will prompt you to the faith-.
fal discharge of the duties of your office.”

THE SECRETARY.

¢ Brother I K. you are appointed Secretary of thia-
new lodge. It is your duty to observe the worshipfal
master’s will and pleasure, to record the proceedings of
the lodge, to receive all monies and pay them into the:
bands of the treasurer.

¢ Your good inclination to masonry and this lodge, L
hope, will induce you to discharge your office with fideli-
ty, and by so doing, you will merit the esteem and ap.
plause of your brethren.”’

THE SENIOR AND JUNIOR DEACONS.

¢ Brothers, L. M. and N. O. you are appointed Dea-
cous of this new lodge. It is your province to attend om
the master and wardens, and to act as their proxies in the
active duties of ‘the lodge ;.such as in the reception of*
candidates into the different degrees of masonry ; the.in-
troduction and accommodation of visiters, and the imme-.
diate practice of our rites. Those columns, as badgls
of your office, I entrust to your care, not doubting your

- vigilance and attention.” , .

THE STEWARDS.

¢ Brothers P. Q. and R. 8. you are appointed Stew.
ards of this new lodge. 'The duties of your office are, to
assist in the collection of dues anil subscriptions, to keep
an account of the lodge expenses, to see that the tables
are properly. farnised at refreshment, and that every
brother is suitably provided for; and generally to assist
the deacons and other officers in performing their respec-
tive duties. Your regular and early attendance will af-
ford the best proof of your zeal and attachment to the

Todge.”
THE TYLER

Js then appomteci. and receives the instrument of his qf- :
fice, with a short eharge on the gceasion:
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. The grand master then addresses the officers and mem- -
Pers of the new lodge as follows :

CHARGE UPON THE INSTALLATYON OF THB OFFICERS OF A
LODGE.

.8 Worsmrerur MasTer,

“T'he grand lodge having committed to your care the
saperintendance and government of the brethren who are
to compose this new lodge, you cannot be insensible of"-
the obligations which devolve on you, as their head ; nor-
of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of the im-
portant duties annexed to your appointment.
¢ The honnur, reputation and usefuloess of your lodge.
will materially depend on the skill and assiduity with
which you manage its concerns ;5 whilst the happiness of
jts members will be generally prometed, in proportion te-
she z¢al and ability with which you propagate the gena-
dne principles of our institution. 4

¢« For a pattern of imitation, copsider the great lumina-
y of nature, which, rising in the East, refu arly diffuses-
Jight and lustre to all within its circle, In like manner
it is your province to-spread and communicate light and
instruction to the brethren of your lodge. If'orciﬁly im-.
jpress upen thewm the dignity and high importance of ma-
sonry ; and seriously admonish them neverto disgrace it..
Charge them to practice out of the lodge, those duties
which they have been tanght in it ;- and by amiable, dis-
-creet and virtuous conduct, to convince wmankind of the.
‘goodness of the institution : So that when any one is said

. to be a member of it, the world may know that be is oune
10 whom the burthened heart may pour out its serrows;
to whom distress may prefer its suit; whose band is gui.
-ded by justice, and his heart expanded by benevelenoce,
In short, by a diligent observance of the by-laws of your
lodge, the constitutions ef maseury, and above all, the
“Holy Scriptures, which are given as a rule and guide to

our faith, you wil! be enabled to acquit yourself with
innour and reputation, and lay up a crewn of rejoicing,
which shall continue when time shall be no mere.
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% BroruEr Sexior anp Junior WaRDENS,

« You are too well aoguainted with the principles of
masonry, to warrant any distrust that you will be found
wanting in the discharge of your respective duties. Suf-
fice it to mention, that what you have seen praisewerthy in -
others, you should carefully imitate ; and what in them
may have appeared defective, you should in yourselvea
amend. . You should be examples of good order and regu-
larity ; for it is only by a due regard to the laws in your
own conduct, that you can expect cbedience to them from
others. You are assidueusly to assist the master in the
discharge of his trust; diffusing light and imparting
knowledge to all whom be -ghall place under your care,
In the absence of the master you will succeed to higher
duties ;' your acquirements must therefore be such, as that
the craft may never suffer for want of proper instruction..
From the spirit which you have.hitherto evinced, 1 enter-
" tain no doubt that your future conduct will be such, as to
merit the applause of your brethren, and the testimony of
- a good conscience.

@ BRETHREN OF Lobnck,

¢ Such is the mature of our consfitation, that as some
must of necessity rule-and teach, so others must of course
learn to submit and obey. Humility in beth is an essen-
tial duty. The officers who are appointed to govern yonr
lodge, are sufficiently conversant with the rules of pro-
priety and the laws of the institution. to aveid exceeding
the powers with which they are entrusted ; and you are
of too generous dispositions to envy their preferment. I
therefore trust that you will have but one aim;, to pleass
ench other, and unite in the grand desxgn of heing -happy,

~snd -communicating happiness. :

% Finally, my brethren, as this association has heen
formed and perfected in so much unanimity and concord,
in which we greatly rejuice, so may it long continue. May
you long enjoy every satisfaction and delight, which dis-
interested friendship can afford. May kindness and broth-
-exly affection distinguish your conduct as men and as




B4 ILLUSTHATIONS ©F MASONRY:

masons. Within your peaceful walls, may your childrerfy
<hildren celebrate with joy and gratitude the transactions
of this auspicious solemnity. And may the tenets of our
_profession be trausmitted through your lodge, pure and
unimpaired, from generation to generation.”
The grand marshal then proclaims the new lodge, in
the followiug manner, viz :
. %1In the name of the most worshipful grand lodge of
“the state of Kentucky, I proclaim this new lodge, by the
ayme of —— Lodge, duly constituted.”
This proclamation being thrice made, the lodge is clos-
-od with the usual solemnities. '

CHAFTER V.

' "GRNERAL REGULATIONS AND PREREQUISITES FOR CAN-

DIDATES.

‘WHOSOEVER from love of ‘knowledge, interest ot
suriogity, desires to be a mason, isito know that, as his
foundation and great corner stone, he is to believe. firmly
in the eternal God, and to pay that worship which is due
to him, as the great Architect and Governor of the uni-
verse. A mason is also obliged by his tenure to observe
- the moral law, as a true Noachidg ;% and if he rightly
understands the royal art, he capnot tread in the irreli-.
" gious paths of the unhappy libertine, or stupid atheist ;
nor, in any case, act against the great inward light of his -
own conscience.
He will likewise shun the gross errors of bigotry and
" supepstition ; making a dfie use of his own reason, accor-
_ dmg to that liberty wherewith a mason is made free. For

* Sons of Noah, the first namg for Free Masom:.
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- withough in ancient times, the Christian Masons werp
charged to comply with the christian ueages of the coun.
tries where they sojourned or worked, (being found in ajl
‘natious, and of divers religions aud persuasions’;) yet it is
now thought most expedient, that the brethren in general,
should only be charged to adhere to the essentials of reli-
gion, in which all men agree ; leavibg each brother to his
. own private Judgment, as to particular modes and forms,
‘Whence it follows, that all masons are to be good men and
true—men of honour and honesty, by whatever religious
names or persnasions distinguished; always following
that golden precept, of + dving unto all men as (upon &
change of conditions) they would that all men should do
unto them.”

- Thus, since masons, by their tenure, must agree in the'
three great articles of J/Voak, masonry becomes the cen-
te of union among the brethren, and the happy means of
eonciliating and cementing into one body, these who might
‘otherwise bave remained ata perpetual distance ; thereby
strengthening the divine obligations of religion and love.

T'hus far hath been spoken of the internal qualities and
virtues required in all who aspire to the sublime honour
and advantage of becoming free and accepted masons.
‘We speak next of the external qualities, and the steps to
be pursued, in order to obtain initiation and admission into
& duly warranted lodge of ancient York Masons. |

Be it known to you then in the first place, that no per-
son is capable of becoming a member. of such lodge, un-
less in addition to the qualities and virtues mentioned
above, or at least a disposition and capacity to seek and
aequire them, - he is also « free barn, of mature and dis-

creet age; of good report ; of sufficient ,natural endow-

ments, and the senses of a man; with an estate, office,
trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquiring an hpne
Fa : p 4%
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oot Tivelthood, and of working in his craft, as becowes the
Metsbers of this most amcient and heneurable fraternity ¢
iwvtid ought wot only to earn what is sufficient for them-
Yelves aud families, but likewise something to spare for
avorke of charity, and for supporting the ancient grandear
ahd dignity of the reyal craft. Every person desiring
Wémission, muit-else be upright in bedy, not deformed-or
dismembered st the time of makimg, but of hale amd
ynfire limbs, as a mam ought to be.”

Thus you see, a strict though private and impatiial en-
Weiry, will be made into your character and ability before
you can be admitied into nny lodge ; and by the rules of
masonry, wo friend who may wish to propose yom, van
shew you any favour in this respect. But if you have a

* fiend who is a mason, and is every way eatisfied 'in these
points, bis daty is described as follows, viz :

Hvery person desirous of being made a free mason in
auy lodge, shall be proposed by a member thereof, whe
whall give an account of the candidate’s name, age, quak.
y, title, trade, place of residence, description of his per.

~wum, and other requisites. And it is generally required,
‘et such proposal be also seconded by some one or mors
Members, who likewise know something of the candidate..
Such proposal shall also be made in lodge hours,* at least
‘ome lodge night before initiation, in order that the breth-
ren may have sufficient time and oppertunity te make a
strict enquiry into the morals, character, circumstances
and connexions of the candidate, for which purpose a spe-
cial committee is sometimes appointed.

The brother who proposes a eandidate, shall at the
oume tmn depesit such a. sam of money for him, as the

* That is, from March 25th to September 25th, between the hours of seven
%nd ten ; ‘snd from Se'ptember 25th to March 25th, between the hours of sit

agdinine. . : ,
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sn\as. on by lvws: of the. lodgs may vequise, whicly is. famr
faided) to the: edge if the. candidaa sheuld not, attend ap-
aordinr,to bie proposaks but is to he retusmacd to; him, ¥
ke should not be appreved: or clocted. Ty canei he is
elacted, he is to pay (im additiow to bis. deposit) such. fon-
~ thensums an the laws of the lodge may require, andelbthe
the lodge, on make snme other presend, if his ¢inoumiiont
ees with admit, and the hrethren agreeito aceept tha saes
for the benefit of the craft, and of distressed messbens,
Having shewn thatea siriot enquiry will be wade.into

yaur character, justioe. reqaires that you should slse I

. advised to he alike circumapect on yomy sids, and o waks

saguicy into the chaxacten of: the lodge into: which yomde-

gire. admiasion ; for theve is we excellence witheut itap-
posite, and no true coin without counterfeits. .

In the first place, then, you have 3 right hefore qdni*-
sion, to desire your friend to shew you the warrant or
dispeusation by which the lodge is;beld-; whigh, if gems-
ine, you will find to: be an. instyument primted or writien
upon parchment, and signed by some grand: maater,-his
deputy, and grand secretary, sealed with the @. Lodge
seal, constituting particular persons' (therein named) o
master and wardens, with full power to congregate and
hold a iodge at such place, and therein ¢ make and qdqt
free maspna, according to the most ancisut snd most;hon-
orable custom of the royal craft, in all ages and nations,
throughout the known world; with full power ppd "y
therity to nominate and chagse their syccessors,” &c.

You may request the perusal of the by-laws, w!m:jl he-
ing short, you may read in the presence of your frjend, or
he will read to you, and shew you also a list of the mem-
bers of the ledge, by all which, you will be the better
able to judge, whether you weald cheose to associate with
Sfaem, sed submit to be conformably totheiermbes. Being

=g
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fhue free to judge for yourself, you will not be linble te
the dangers of deception, nor of having your pocket pick-
ed by impostors, and of perhaps being afterwards laugh-
ed at into the bargain; but on the contrary, you will be °
admitted into a society, where you will converse with' men
of honour and honesty, be exercised-in all the offices of
brotherly love, and. be made acquainted with mysteries,
of which it is not lawful to speak further, or to reveal out
of the lodge.

All applications for imtlaﬁon should be made by peti-
tion in writing, signed by the applicant, giving an ae-
count of his age, quality, occupation, and place of resi-
dence, and that be is desirous of being admitted a member
of the fraternity ; which petition should be kept on file by
the secretary.

FORM OF A PETITION TQ BE PRESENTED BY A CANDIDATE
. ' FOR INITIATION.

** ¢ T the worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of
‘e Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. :

i ‘¢ The petition of the subscriber respectfally ‘sheweth,.
that having long entertained 4 favourable opinion of your
anecient institution, he is desirous of being admitted a mem.-
ber thereof, if found worthy.

. ¢ His place of residence is —, his age —~—— years;
his occupation

S (Slgned) : . “ A B.”
After this petition is read, the candidate must be pro-
posed ‘in form, by a member of the lodge, and the propo-
gition seconded by another member; a committee is then
appointed to make inquiry relative to his character and
quahﬁcatlons

-

DECLARATION TO BE ASSENTED TO BY A CANDIDATE, IN AN
’ ADJOINING .APARTMENT, PREVIOUS TO INITIATION.

:, #“Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, befope
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these gentlemen,* that, unbiased by friends, and uninfla.
eaced by mercenary motives, you freely and voluntaril i
offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of masoury ?
1do.

. Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, before
these gentlemen, that you are pl!ompted to selicit the pxi-
vilges of masoriry by a favourable epinion conceived of
the institution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish
«of beiug. serviceable to your fellow-creatures ?” Ido..
" «Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, before
these gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all
the ancient established usages and customs of the fmter-
nity 3?7 1 do.:’

After the above declarations are made, and repoﬁed h
the master; he makes it known. to the lodge, in ‘mamner

following; viz

¢ BRETHREN,
¢ At the request of Mr A. B. he has been proposed
and accepted in regular form ; | therefore recommend him
as a proper candidate for the mysteries' of masonry, and
worthy to partake of the privileges of the frafernity ; and,
in consequence of a declaration of his intentions, volan-
tarily made, I believe he will cheerfully conform to the
rules of the order.”
If there are then no objectlons made, ‘the candidnte is
fntrodnced in due form.

® The Stewards.«f the lodge are uspally present, :

v d
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Q‘HAP'PER VL.

bwu:mm& lou'mn oonwinm m&m OF AN.
CIENT YORK MASONS '

A REHBARSAL of th saciont chmgpe pesporly suc.
évede the epening, snd procedes the clusing, of & lodge,

$his was thec f oar aheient brethren,
gnd ought never in our regular assemyblies,
A, recapitnlation mpat be Jisagreeable to
thone wha are 9 , 3 and te thage who know

§t not, should any such be, it must be hlghly proper te
peoommend bk .

! "Fhe ceremony of opsning and cloung a ledge with
solemnity and decorum, is therefore universally admitted
. pmong masons ; and though the mode in some lodges way
Wy, and in every degree must vary, atill an uniformity
in the gensral pmehee prevails in every lodge; and the
viriation, if any, is solely occasioned by a- want of meth:
pd, which a little application might easily remove.

" Ta'conduct this ceremony with propriety aught ta be:
the peculiar study of every mason; especially of these
who have the honour to rule in our assemblies. To-per-
sons who are thus dignified, every eye is naturally direct.
ed for propriety of conduct and bebaviour ; and from them,
other brethren, who are less informed, will maturally ex«
pect to derive an example worthy of imitation. '

From a share in this ceremony no mason can be ex-
empted. It is a general concern, in which all must assist,
This is the first request of the master, and the preludg
to all business. No sooner has it been siguoified, than eve.
ry officer repairs to his atation, and the brethren rank ac-
cording to their degrecs. The intent of the meeting be-
comes the sole objeet of attention, and the wind is insensi-
bly drawn from those indiscriminate subjects of converss:
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tlon, whioh are apt te intrude on-our less serious moments.
This effect accomplished, our care. is directed {0 the
external avenues of the ledge, and the proper officers,
whose prevince it ie to discharge that duly; execute their
trust with fidelity 5 and by certain mystic forms, of a0 re
cent date, intimate that we may safely proceed. To de-
tect impostors among ourselves, an adherence to order in
the character of masons. ensues, and the lodge is either
epened or closed in solemn form.

At opening thelodge, two purposes are wisely effected :
the master is reminded of the dignity of his charaaten,
atrd the brethren of the homage and veneration dus from’
Yhem in their sandry stations. These ure not-the -only
advantages resulting from a dae observance of this cere-
mony ; a reverential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and
the eye fixed on that ohject, from whese radiant beams
light only can be derived. - Here we are taught to-adore
the God of Heaven, and to- supplicate his protection om
our well-meant endeavours. The master assumes his
government in due form, and under him his wardenss
who accept -their trust, after the customary-salutations.
The brethren then, with one accord, unite in duty and res-
pect, and the ceremony concludes.

At closing the lodge, a similar form takes place. Hers
the less important duties of masonry are not passed over
unobserved. The necessary degree: of subordmation in
the government of a lodge is pecunliarly marked, while
the proper tribute of gratitude is offered up to the benifi-
cent Author of Life, and his blessing invoked and extend-
ed to the whole fraternity. Each brother faithfully locks
ap the treasure which he has acquired, indiis own secret
repository 3 and, pleased with his reward, retires to enjoy
and disseminate, among the private circle of his brethren;
the fruits of his labour and industry in the lodge.

\
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These are faint outlines of a ceremony which universal-
Iy prevails among masons in every country, and distin.
guishes all their meéetings. It is arranged as a general
section in every degree, a.nd takes the lead in all out
Mustrations.

' CHARGE USED AT OPENING A LODGE.

% Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for, brethrea
# dwell together in unity !

« It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that
ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went
down to the skirts of his garment; °

¢ As the dew of Hermon, that descended upon the
- wmountains of Zion; for there the Lord commanded a
Messing, even life for evermore.”

PRAYER AT OPENING.

~ Most mer;:ifni‘God,' we beseech thée to guide and pro-.

fect these thy servants here assembled—and fulftl, at this
time, that divine promise thou wert pleased to make to

those who should be gathered together in thy name.

Teach us to know and serve thee aright—Bless and pros-

- per all our laudable undertakinge—and grant that all our
-eonduct may tend to thy glory, to the advancement of ma-

sonry, and finally, to our salvation. Amen.

OR 'rgls

Father of all, adored by all, thon almighty and most

“merciful God; the source of light and life, the author of

good, thou has deigned to us thy protection. Inthy name.

_we meet, humbly béseeching thy blessing on all our. bon-
est endeavours, that they may tend to the honour and ad.
vancement of this our ancient and virtuous mstltutlon;

"and to our happmess here and hereafter.

CHARGE AT CLOSING.
" BroTreRs—We are now about to quit this sacred res
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treat of virtue and friendship, to mix again with the world,
‘Whilst busiéd in its concerns, let us forget not our repeat. -
ed engagements to protect, to vindicate, and to relieve
each other. Let us, therefore, be diligent, prudent, tema
perate and discreet in our respective callings, that by libs
eral benevolence and diffusive charity we may discover to
the world the happy effects of this ancient and hononta.bld
lnstltutlon

S ————————————

CHAPTER VIL
PRAYER AT THE INITIATION OF A CANDIDATE.

O THOU supreme architect of the universe, who hast
promised us thy presence, we beseech thee to bless this
our present undertaking, and grant that this candidate for
masonry may dedicate his life to thy service, and becomha

& true and faithfal brother among us. Give to him abili-
ty to know and understand thy ways, and teach him to
preserve them and the mysteries of masonry pure and un.
defiled.

CHARGE AT INITIATION IN THE FIRST DEGREE.
BROTHER,

As you are now introduced into the first principles of
‘masenry, I congratulate you on being accepted into this
ancient and honourable order ; ancient, as having subsist-
ed from time immeworial; and honourable, as tending,
in every particular, so to render all men who will be con~
formable to its precepts. No institution was ever raised
on a better principle, or more solid foundation ; nor were
ever more excellent rnles and usefal maxims laid down,

than are inculcated in the several masonic lectures. The
K
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greatest and best of men in all ages have been encours-
gers and promoters of the art, and have never deemed if
derogatory: from their dignity, to .level themselves with
the fraternity, extend their privileges, and patronise their
assemblies.

. 'There are three great duties, which as a mason, you
are charged to inculcate—to God, your neighbour, and
yourself. To God; in never mentioning his name, but
" with that reverential awe which is due from a creature to

his Creator ; to implore his aid in all your laudable un-
dertakings; and to esteem him as the chief good :—to your
neighbour, in acting upon the square, and doing unto him
as you wish he should do unto you :—and te yourself, in
avbiding all irregularity and intemperance, which may im-
pair your faculties, or debase the dignity of your profes-
gion. A zealous attachment to these duties will ensure
. public and private esteem.

. In the state, you are to be a quiet and peaceable citi-
zen, true to your government, and just to your country ;
you are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion,
but patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with
cheerfulness to the government of the country in which
you live.

In your outward demeanour be partlcularly careful te
avoid censure or reproach. Let not interest, faveur, or
prejudice, bias your integrity, or influence you to be guil-

_ty of a dishonourable action. Although your frequent
appearance at our regular meetings is earnestly solicited,
yet it is not meant that masonry should interfere with
your necessary vocations ; for these are.on no account te
be neglected 5 neither are you to suffer your zeal for the
institution to lead you into argument with these who,
through ignorance, may ridicule it. At your leisure hours,
that you may improve in masonic knowledge, you are to
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converse with well informed brethren, who will be al.-
" ways as ready to give, as you will be to receive instruction.

Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the mysteries of-
the order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of
the community, and mark your consequence among ma.
sons. -If, in the circle of your acquaintance, you find a’
person desirous of being initiated into masonry, be par-
ticularly attentive not to recommend him, unlegs you are
convinced he will conform to our rules; that the honour,
glory and reputation of the institution may be firmly es-
tablished, and the world at large convinced of its good
effects.

CHARGE A1 INTTIATION IN THE SECOND DEGREE,
BROTHER,

Being advanced to the second degree of masonry, we
congratulate you on your preferment. The internal, and;
not the external qualifications of a man, are what masons
ry regards. As you iucrease in knowledge, you will
improve in social intercourse.

It is necessary to recapitulate the duties which, as ¢
mason, you are hound to discharge ; or enlarge on the ne-
cessity of a strict adherence to them, as your own experi-
ence must have established their value,

Our laws and regulations you are strenuously to sup.
port; and be always ready to assist in seeing them duly
executed. You are not to palllate, or aggravate, the of-
fences of your brethren; but, in the decision of every
trespass against our rules, you are to judge with candour, -
admonish with friendship, and reprehend with justice,

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of
education, which tends so effectually to polish and adorn
the mind, is earnestly recommended to yaur considera-
tion; especially the science of geometry, which is estab-
lished as the basis of our art. Geometry, or masonry,
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origipally synonimous terms, being of a divine and moral
pefure, is enriched with the most useful knowledge; while
# proves the wonderful properties of nature, it demon-
ptrates the more important truths of morality.

Your past bebaviour and regular deportment have.
merited the honour which we have now copferred ; and.
jn your new character it is expected that you will con.
form to the principles of the order, by steadily persevering
jn the practice of every commendable virtue.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a fellow
eraft, and to these duties you are boupd hy the most sa-
cred ties.

PRAYER AT RAISING.

Q Lord, have compassion on the children of thy crea.

fion; administer to them comfort, that they may be ena-

bled to support, with a firm and unshaken resolution, the
trials and aflictions they are destined to endure.

" May the solemnity of our ceremonies be duly impress-
ed upon their minds, and have a lasting and bappy effect
wpon their lives,

CHARGE AT INITIATION INTO THE THIRD DEGREE.
BROTHER,

Your zeal for the institution of masonry, the progress

you have made in the mystery, and your conformity to

~ our regulations, have pointed you out as a proper object
of our favour and esteem.

You arenow bound by duty, honour, and gratitude, to

be faithful to your trust; to support the dignity of your

L character on every occasion; and to enforce, by precept

and example, obedience to the tenets of the order.

In the character of a master mason, you are authorised,
to correct the errors and irregularities of your uninformed
‘brethren, and to guard them against a breach of fidelity.
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To preserve the repatation of the fraternity umsullied,
maust be your constant care; and for this purpose it ig
your province to recommend to your inferiors, obedience
and submission ; to your equals, ceurtesy and affability ;
to your superiors, kindness and condescension. Univer-
sal benevelence you are always to inculcate ; and, by the
regularity ef your own behaviour, afford the best exam-
ple for the conduct of others less informed. The ancient
landmarks of the order, entrusted to your care, you are
carefully to preserve ; and never suffer them to be infring-
ed, or countenance a deviation from the established usages
and cnstoms of the fraternity.

Your virtue, honour; and reputation, are concerned in
supportiug with dignity the character you now bear. Let
no motive, therefore, make you swerve from your duty,
violate your vows, or betray your trust; but be true and
falthful, and imitate the example of that celebrated artist
whom you this evening represent. Thus you will render
-yourself deserving of the honour which we have confer-
red, and merit the confidence that we'have reposed,

———————— e ——
CHAPTER VIIL

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE FIRST LECTURE.

WE shall now enter on a disquisition of the different
~ sections of the lectures appropriated to the several de-

grees of masonry, giving a brief summary of the whole,
and annexing to every remark the particulars to which
the section alludes. By these means the industrious ma-
son will be instructed in the regular arrangement of the
sections in each lecture, and be enabled with more ease to
acquire a knowledge of the art.
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The first lecture of masonry is divided into three se¢-
tions, and each section into different clauses. Vittue is
. painted in the most beautiful colours, and the duties of
morality are enforced. In it we are taught such useful
lessons as prepare the mind for'a regular advancement in
the principles of knowledge and philosophy. These are
imprinted on the memory by lively and sensible images,
to influence our conduct in the proper discharge of the du.
ties of social life.

THE FIRST SECTION. ‘
The first section in this lecture is suited to all capaci.

ties, and may and ought to be known by every person
‘who ranks as a mason. It consists of general heads, which,
though short and simple, carry weight with them. They
not only serve as marks of distinction, but communicate -
aseful and interesting knowledge when they are duly in-
vestigated. They qualify us to try and examine the
rights ef others to our privileges, while they prove our-
selves ; and as they induce us to inquire more minutely
into other particulars of greater importance, they serve
as an introduction to subjects more amply explained in
the following sections.

Itis a duty incumbent on every master of a lodge, be-
fore the ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the
candidate of the purpose and design of the institution ; to
explain the nature of his solemn engagements ; and, in a
manner peculiar to masons alone, to require his clieerful
acquiescence to the dufies of morality and virtue, and all
the sacred tenets of the order.

Towards the close of this section is explained that pe-
- culiar ensign of masonry, the lambskin, or white leather
apron, which is an emblem of innocence, and the badge of
a mason ; more ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman
eagles more honourable than the star and garter, or any.
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other order that could be conferred upon the candidate at -
the time of his initiation, or at any time thereafter, by
king, prince, potentate, or any other person except he be
a mason ; and which every one ought to wear with equal
pleasure to himself, and honour to the fraternity.

This section closes with an explanation of the working

tools and implements of an entered apprentice.
- 'The twenty-four inch gauge is an instraument made use
- of by operative masons, to measure and lay out their
work ; but we, as free and accepted masons, are taught
to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose
of dividing our time. It being divided into twenty-four
equal parts, is emblematical of the twenty four hours of
the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal
parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service.of God
and a distressed worthy brother ; eight hours for our usual
avocations 3 and eight for refreshment and sleep.*

The common gavel is an instrument made. use of by
.operative masons to break off the corners of rough stones,
the better to fit them for the builder’s use ; but we, as free
and accepted masons, are taught to make use of it for the
. more noble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds and
consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life, there-
by fitting our bodies, as living stones, for that spiritual
building, that house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens,

THE SECOND SECTION. R
This section rationally accounts for the origin of our
byeroglyphical instruction, and convinces us of the ad-

. *¢The most effectual expedient employed by Alfred the Great, for the en-
couragement of learning, was his own example, and the constant assiduity with,
. whichhe employed himself in the pursuit of knowledge. He usually divided
his time into three equal portions; one was employed in sleep and the refec-
tion of his bod' i nothe! nthe dnpatch of husiness; and athird in study and
Savegon,”? - Howe’s Hiwy, Exer
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vantages which will ever accompany a faithful observanee
of our duty ; it maintains, beyond the power of contradic-
tion, the propriety of our rites, while it demonstrates to
the most sceptical and hesitating mind, their excellency
and utility ; it illustrates, at the samé time, certain par-
ticulars, of which our ignorance might lead us into error,
and which, as masons, we are indispensably bound to
know. \

To make a daily progress in the art, is our constant
duty, and expressly required by our general laws. What
end can be more noble, than the pursuit of virtue? what
motive more alluring, than the practice of justice ? or what
instruction more beneficial, than an accurate elucidation
of symbolical mysteries which tend to embellish and
adorn the mind ? Every thing that strikes the eye, more
immediately engages the attention, and imprints on the
memory serious and solemn truths ; hence masons, uni-
versally adopting this method of inculcating the tenets of
their order by typical figures and allegorical emblems, pre-
vent their mysteries from descending into the familiar
reach of inattentive and unprepared novices, from whom
they might not receive due veneration.

Our records inform us, that the usages and customs of
masons have ever corresponded with those of the Egyp-
tian philosophers, to which they bear a near affinity. Un-
willing to expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, they
concealed their particular tenets, and principles of polity,
under hieroglyphical figures 3 and expressed their notions
of government by signs and symbols, which they com.-
municated to their Magi alone, who were bound by oath
not to reveal them. The Pythagorean system seems to
have been established on a similar plin, and many orders
of a more recent date. Masonry, however, is not only
the most ancient, but the most moral institution that evep
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subsisted ; avery character, figure, and emblem, depicted
in a lodge, hras a moral 'tendency, and mcnlcates the prac-
tice of virtue.

‘'HE BADGE OF A MASON.
* Every candidate, at his initiation, is presented with 4
lambskin, or white leather aprou. -

The lamb has, in all ages, been deemed an emblem of
innocence ; he, therefore, who wears the lamb skin as a
badge of masonry, is hereby continually reminded of that
purity of life and conduct, which is essentlalb' necessary

to his gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge above,
twhere the Supreme Architect of the universe presides. -

THE THIRD SECTION.

T'his section explains the nature and principles of our
fnstitution, and teaches us to discharge with propriety
the duties of our respective stations. Here, too, we receive
instruction relative to the form, supports, covering, furni-
ture, ornaments, lights and jewels, of a lodge, how it
should be situated, and to whom dedicated. A proper
.attention is also paid to our ancient and venerable pa-
trons.

From east to west, freemasonry extends, and between
the north and south, in every clime and nation, are ma-
sons to be found. :

Our institution is said to be supported by wisdom,
strength, and beauty, because it is necessary that there
should be wisdom to contrive, strength to support, and
beauty to adorn, all great and important undertakings. Its
dimensions are unlimited, and its covering no less than
the canopy of heaven. - To this object the mason’s mind
is continually directed, and thither he hopes at last to ar- '

rive, by the aid of the theological ladder, which Jacob in
L
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s vipion eaw ascending fepm earth to heaven ; the three
pringipal rounds of which are’ denominated faitk, hope
and charity; and which adwmonish us to have faith in
God, hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind.

KEvery well governed lodge is furnished with the Holy .

Bibte, the Square, and the Compass ; the bible points out
the path that leads to happiness, and is dedicated to God 5
the square teaches to regulate our conduct by the principles
6f morality and virtue, and is dedicated to the master ; the
compass teaches to limit our desires in every. sumon, and
s’ dedicated to the cra ft

" Tthe Bible is dedicated to the service of God, because
: it is the inestimable gift of God to man; the Square to
the Master, because being the proper masonic emblem of
his office, it is constantly to remind him of the duty he
owes to the lodge over which he is appointed to preside
and the Compass to the Craft, because, by a due attention
fo its use, they are taught to regulate their desu‘es’, and
keep their passions within dye bounds.

‘The ornamental parts of the lodge, displayed in thig
section, are, th_e Masonic pcwement, the tudented tessel,
" and the blazing star. The Masonic pavement is a rep-
resentation of the ground floor of king Solomon’s Temple;
the tndented tessel, that beautiful tesselated border, of
skirting, which surrounded it; and the blazing star, in
the centre, is commemorative of. the star which appear-

ed, to guide the wise men of the east to the place of eur,

Saviour’s nativity. The Masonic pavement is emble-
matic of human life, chequered with geod and evil; the
deautiful border which surrounds it, those blessings and

comfotts which surround ys, and which we hope to obtain-

by a faithfal reliance on Divine Providence, which is

lwmslyphxcally represented by thg blazing starin the
centre,
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"The moveable and immoveahle jowsls alo chin.ou o
‘aMeation ia :his section. '

. The rough ashler is a gtone as taken &'on the qunn'y'
in its rude and natural state. The perfect ashler is g
stone made ready by the hands of the werkmast to be ad-
justed by tie working tovls -of the fellow craft. 'Fhe,
trestle.board is for the master workman to draw his de-
signs upon.
By the rough ashler. we are reminded of our rude and
imperfect state by nature; by the perfeet ashler, that state.
of perfection at which we hope to arrive, by a virtuous
education, our own endeavours, and the blessingof God ;
and by the trestle board, we are reminded, that as the
opemtive workman erects his temporal building agreeahly
to the rules awnd designs laid down by the master on hie
trestle board, so should we, both operative and speeuls-,
tive, endeavour to erect our spiritual building agreeably
to the rules and designs laid down by the Supreme Archi-
tect of the universe, in the book of life, whioh is eur spi-
ritual trestle. board.

By a recurrence to the chapter upen thé ded:cmu of
ledges, it will be perceived, that, although our ancienk
brethren dedicated their ledges to King Solomony yet nts,
sons professing Christianity dedicated theirs to St. Jobm
thie Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who were emi.
nent patrons of masonty3;and since their time.there is
represented in every regular and well governed lodge, a
certain point within a circle ; the point representing an
individual brother, the circle representling the benndary
lise of his'duty to God and man, beyond which le ig
never to suffer his passmns, prejudices or interests to be.
tray him, on any occasien. F'his circle js embordered by
two perpendicular, parallel lines, representing St. Jobn
tbeBuphst and $t. Jobn the Evangelist ; who were perfect



o mt.vs'ru'rmus OF MASONEY. '

paraHels, in Christianity, as we]l as masonry ; and upon
the vertex rests the book of Holy Scnptures, which point
out the whole duty of man. In going round this circle,
we nevessarily tonch upon these two lines, as well as
upon the Holy Scriptures, and whilst a mason keeps him-
self thus circumscribed, it is lmposslble that he shoald
materially err.

~ This section, though the last in rank, is not the least con-
giderable in importance. ¥t strengthens these whichpre-
cede, and enforces, in the most engaging manner, a due

regard to character and behaviour in public, as weH asin
private life ; in the lodge, as well as in the general com-

merce of society.

It forcibly inculcates the most instructive lessons. Bm-i

therly love, relief, and truth, are themes on which we here
expa.tiate,

OF BROTHERLY LOVE.

"By the exercise of BroruerLY LovE, we are taught to
regard the whole human species as one family, the high
and low, the rich and poor; who, as created by one Al-
mighty Parent, and inhabitants of the same planet, are to
aid, support and protect each other. Oua this principle,

masonry unites men of every country, sect and opiniyn,

and conciliates true friendship among these who might

. etherwise have remained at a- perpetual distance.

OF CHARITY.

To ReLieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all
men, but parhcularly on masens, who are linked togeth-
er by an indissoluble chain of sincere affection. To soothe
the unhappy, to sympathize with their misfortuaes, to

compassionate their miseries, and to restore peace to their

troubled minds, is the grand aim we have i view. Ou
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shis basis we form our ﬁ'mm]sblps, and establhh our con-
nections. e,
- Charity is the chief of every social wrtue, and the dis-
‘tinguishing characteristic of masons. This virtue includes
a supreme degree of love to the great Creator and Gov-
ernor of the universe, and an unlimited affection to the
Yeings of his creation, of all characters and of every de-
nomination. “This last duty is forcibly inculcated by the
example of-the Deity himself, who liberally dlspenses his.
beneficence to unnumbered worlds.

It is not particularly our prevince to enter into’ a dis-

quisition of every branch of this amiable virtue ; we shall
_ only briefly state the happy effects of a benevolent dispo-
‘sition towards mankind, and shew that charity, exerted
on proper objects, is the greatest pleasure man can possi—
“dbly enjoy. ‘
" 'The bounds of the greatest nation, or the most exten-
sive empire, cannot circumscribe the generosity of a libe-
ral mind. Men, in whatever situation they "are placed,
are still, in a great measure, the same.  They are expos-
ed to similar dangers and ‘misfortunes. - They have not
‘'wisdom to foresee, nor power to prevent, the evils incident.
to human nature. They hang, as it were, in a perpetu-
al suspense between hope and fear, sickness and health,
plenty and want. A mutual chain of depeundence sub-.
sists throughout the animal creation. The whole human
species are therefore proper objects for the exercise of
charity.

- Beings who partake of one common nature, ou;;ht tobe
actuated by the same motives and interests. Hence to
soothe the unhappy, by sympathising with their misfor-
dunes, and to restere peace and tranquillity to-agitated

 apirits, congtitute the general and great ends of the mason.
jc_‘imti'tu.t'tqn. - 'This humane, this generous dispasition
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fings the breast with. maaly feslings, and enlivens tirat
spirit of compassion, which is the glory of the human
fsame, and which not euly rival, bot outebine, every oth-
o pleasure.the miwd is capable of sujeying.

All human pawsions, when directed by the superior
principle of reasen, promete some useful purpose; but
compassion towards proper objects, is the most beneficial

of all the affections, and excites the most lasting degrees

of happiness ; s it extends to greater nmnbers, and tends
to alleviate, the infirmities and evils which are mcléent to
human existence.

Possessed of this amiable, this god-like dispositien,
masons are shocked at misery under every form aud ap-
pearance. When we behold an objest pining wnder the
misexios af 3 distreseed body or wind, the healing accents
which flow from the tongue, mitigate the pain of the uw-
bappy sulferer, and make even adversily, in it8 dismal
state, leok, gay. When our pity is excited, we aseunge
Spiof, and cheerfully relieve distress. If & brother he in
waat, every hemrt is moved ; when be is bungry, we feed
kim ; when he is naked, we clothe him'3 when he is is
treuble, we fly o his relief. Thus we confirm the proprie-
ty of the title we bear, and convince the world at large,
that- sHOPHER among maseas. is something- more thau
' dimame..

- The most:inveterate enemies of masonty must acknow-
ledge,. that no society is more remarkable for the practice
of charity, or any association of men more famed for dis-
interested libernlity. It camnet be said that masons :in-
dulge: intconvivial: mirth, while the peor aud needy pine
for relief.. Our charitable establishments and quarterly
esntributipns; exelusive of private subsceiptiens:to relieve
Jisirens; prave that weare ever ready, with cheerfalness,
ih: proporion: te our circumstences, to cotitribute to alievi-
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. ate the misfortunes of our fellow-citicens. Clonsideringy

bowever, the! varisty of objects, whose distress the die-
tates of natiré as well as the ties of masonry indline us
te relieve, we find it necessary sowretimes to inquive inéo
the. cause of misfortune ; lest & misconceived tendernesg
of dispositien, or an impelitic ‘generosity of heart, might
prevent us frem making a preper distinction in the cheles
of objects. Though our ears are always open to the dis,
tresses of the deserving poor, yet our charity is not to be
dispensed with a profuse liberality on impostors. The
parents of o numeroys offspring, who through age, siek.
pesq, infirmity, or any unforseen accident in life, are rg.
duced to want, particularly claim our atteptien, angd eel.
dom fail to experience the happy effects of our fri&ndl]
association. To such abjects, whose sitnation, is more
easy to be conceived than expressed, we are induced-Jibe
erally to extend our bounty. Hence we give convmcln'
proofs of wisdom and discernment; for though. our bena.
volence, like our laws, be unlimited, yet our hearts glow
principally with affection toward the deserving part of
mankind.

Krom this view of the advantages which result from
the practice and profession of masonry, every candid and
impartial mind must acknowledge its utility and impor-
tance to the state; and surely, if the picture here drawn
be just, it must be no triffing acquisition to any govern.
ment, to have underits jurisdiction, a society‘ of men, who
are ot only true patriots and loyal subjects, but the pa-
trews of science and the friends of mankind.

OF TRUTH .

Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every
virlue. To be good and true, is the first lesson we are
taught in masonry. On this theme we contemplate, and
brg its: dictates endeavour to regulate our conduct ; hence,
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whilet inflaenced by this prinoiple, hypocrigy and decei .

are unknown amongst us, sincerity and plain dealing dis.

tinguish us, and the heart and tpngne joinyin promoting

each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s pros.
rity.

lw’l‘a this lllustranon succeeds an explanation of the £om'

oardinal virtues—temperance, fortitude, prudemce, and

justice. . - ‘

< OF FEMPERANCE. _
‘Temperance is that due restraint upon our affections

and passions which renders the body tame and governas

Mle, and frees the mind from the allurements of vice. This
virtue should be the constant practice of every mason, as
ke is thereby taught to avoid excess, or contracting any
licentious or vicious habhit, the indulgence of which might
lead him to disclose some of those valuable secrets, which
Me has promised to conceal and never reveal, and whick
would consequently subject him to the contempt and de-
festation of all good masons.

OF RORTITUDE.
Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose of the mind,

whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain, peril or

danger, when prudentially deemed expedient. This vir-
tne is equally distant from rashness and cowardice ; and,
like the former, should be deeply impressed upen the
mind of every mason, as a safeguard or security against
any illegal attack that may be made, by force or other-
wise, to extort from him any of those secrets with which
he bas been so solemnly entrusted ; and which was em-
blematically represented upon his first admission into the
Todge. '
OF PRUDENCE.
Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives a.nd -aclions
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- agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is that habit by
which we wisely judge, aud prudently determine on all
things relative to our present, as well as our future hap-
piness. . This virtue should be the peculiar characteristic
of every mason, not only for the government of his con.
" uot while in the lodge, but also when abroad in the
wotld ; it should be particulaily attended to in all strange
and mixed companies, never to let fall the least sign, to-
ken or word, whereby the sécrets of masonry might be
unlawfully obtained.

OF JUSTICE.

Justice is that standard, or boundary of right, which
enables us to render to every man his just due without
distinction. This virtue is not only consistent with di.
vine and human laws, but is the very cement and sup-
port of civil society ; and as justice in a great measure
constitates the real good man, so should it be the inva.
riable practlce of every mason_never to deviate from the
minutest principles thereof.

The illustration of these virtues is accompanled Wlﬂl
some general observations peculiar to masons. ,

Such is the arrangement of the different sections in the
first lecture, which, with the forms adopted as the open-
ing and closing of a lodge, comprehends the whole of the
first degree of masonry. This plan bas the advantage of
regularity to recommend it, the support of precedent and
authority, and the sanction and respect which flow from
antiquity. The whole is a regular system of morality,
conceived in a strain of interesting allegory, which must
unfold its beauties to the candid and industrious inquirer.

: M
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CHAPTER 1X.
REMARKS ON THE THE SECOND DEGREE.

M ASONRY is a progressive science, and is divided
into different classes or degrees, for the more regularad-
vancement in the knowledge of its mysteries. According
to the progress we make, we limit or extend our inquiries 3
and, in proportion to our capacity, we attain to a less or
greater degree of perfection.

Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch
of polite learning. Under the veil of its mysteries, is
comprehended a regular system of science. Many of its
illustrations, to the confined genius, may appear unimpor-
tant; but the man of more enlarged faculties will per-
ceive them to be, in the highest degree, useful and inter-
esting. To please the accomplised scholar, and inge-
nious artist, masenry is wisely planved ; and, in the inves-
tigation of its latent doctrtnes, the philosopher and mathe-
matician may experience equal delight and satisfaction.

To- exhaust the various subjects of which it treats,
would transcend the powers of the brightest genius ; still,
however, nearer approaches to perfection may be made,
and the man of wisdom will not check the progrsss of his
abilities, though the task he attempts may at first seem
jnsurmountable. Perseverance and application remove
each difficulty as it occurs ; every step he advances, new
pleasures open to his view, and instruction of the noblest:
kind attends his researches. 1In the diligent pursuit of
knowledge, the intellectual faculties are employed in pro-
moting the glory of God, and the good of man.

The first degree is well calculated to enforce the du.
ties of morality, and imprint on the memory the noblest
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principles which can adorn the human mind. 1t is there.
fore the best introduction to the second degree, which
not only extends the same plan, but comprehends a more
diffusive system of knowledge. Here practice aad theo-
ry join, in qualifying the industrious mason to share the
pleasures which an advancement in the art must necessa-
rily afford. Listening with attention to the wise opin-
ions of experienced craftsmen on important subjects, he
gradually familiarizes his mind to useful instruction, and
is soon enabled to investigate truths of the utmost concern
in the general transactions of life. :

From this system 'proceeds a rational amuscment;
while the mental powers are fully employed, the judg--
ment is properly exercised. A spirit of emulation pre-
vails ; and all are induced to vie, who shall most excel
in promoting the valuable rules of the institution.

THE FIRST SECTION.

This section of the second degree accurately elucidateg
the mode of introduction into that particular claes; and
instracts the diligent craftsman how to proceed in the pro-
per. arrangement of the ceremonies used on the occasion, -
1t qualifies him to judge of their importance, and convin-
ces him of the necessity of strictly adhering to every es-
tablished nsage of the order. Here he is entrusted with
particular tests, to enable him to prove his title to the
privileges of this degree, while satisfactory reasons are
given for their origin. Many duties, which cement in the
firmest union, well-informed brethren, are illustrated in
this section ; and an oppertunity is given to make such
advances in masonry, as will always distinguish the abi-.
lities of those who have arrived at preferment.

The knowledge of this section is absolutely necessary
for all craftsmen ; and as it recapitulates the ceremony of
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initiation, and contains many other important particulars,
po officer or member of a lodge shotld be unacquainted
with it. -

T'he plumb is an instrament made uge of by operative
masons, to raise perpendiculars, the square, to square
their work, and the level, to lay horizontals; but we, as
free and accepted masons, are tanght to make use of them.
for more noble and glorious purposes : the plumb admon-
ishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations before
God and man, squaring our actions by the square of vir-
tue, and remembering that we are travelling upon the
level of time, to < that undiscovered country, from whose
beurne no traveller returns.”

THE SECOND SECTION.
This section has recourse to the origin of the institu-

tion, and views masonry under two denominations, opera-
tive and speculative. 'These are separately considered,
and the principles on which both are founded, particular-
Jy expiained. ‘Their affinity is pointed out, by allegori-
cal figures, and typical representations. 'Fhe period stip-
. ulated for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inimitable
moral to which that circumstance alludes is explained ;
the creation of the world is described, and many particu-
Jars recited, all of which have been carefully preserved
among masons, and transmitted from one age to another,
by oral tradition.

" Circumstances of great importance to the fraternity are
here particularized, and many traditional tenets and cus-
toms confirmed by sacred and profane records. The ce-
lestial and terrestrial globes are considered ; and here the
accomplished gentleman may display his talents to advan-
tage, in the elucidation of the Orders of Architecture, the
Senses of human nature, and the liberal JArts-and Scien-
oes, Wwhich are severally classed in a regular arrange.
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ment. ' fn short, this section comtains a store of valuable
knowledge, founded on reason and sacved record, both
entertaining and instructive.

Masonry is considered under twe demowimationg—
eperative and speculative. '

* OPERATIVE MASONRY.

By operative masonry we allude to a proper applica-
tion of the usual rules of architecture, whence a structure
will derive figure, strength, and beauty, and whence will
result a due proportion, and a just correspondence in all
its parts. It furnishes us with dwellings, and convenient
shelters from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of the sea-
sons; and while it displays the effects of himan wisdom,
as wellin the choice, as in the arrangement, of the sundry
materials of which an edifice is composed, it demon-
strates that a fund of science aud industry is implanted in
man for the best, most salutary and beneficient purposes.
. SPECULATIVE MASONRY. ‘

By speculative masonry, we learn to subdue the pas.
sions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good report,
maintain secresy, and practise charity. It is so far inter- -
woven with religion, as to lay us uuder obligations.to
pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at ence con-
stitutes our duty and -our happiness. It leads the contem-
plative to view with reverence and admiration the glori-
ous works of the creation, and inspires him with the most
exalted ideas of the perfections of his Divine Creator.

.In six days God.created the heavens and the earth,
and rested upon the seveath day ; the seveath, therefore,
our ancient brethren dedieated as a day of rest.from theie-
labours, thereby enjoying frequent opportunities to con-
template the glorious works of the creation, and to adors.
their great Creator.
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OF THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE:

*. The ancient and original orders of architecture, rever-

ed by. masons, are no more than three, the Doric, Ionic,
and CoriNTHIAN, which were invented by the Greeks.
To these the Romans have added two; the 'Tuscan, which
they made plainer than the Doric; and the Composite,
which was more ornamental, if not more beautiful, than
the Corinthian. The first three orders alone, however,
shew invention and particular character, and essentially
differ from each other: the two others have nothing but
what is borrowed, and differ only accidentall y 3 the Tus-
can is the Doric in its earliest state ; and the Composite
is the Corinthian enriched with the lonic. To the Greeks,
therefore, and not to the Romans, we are indebted for
what is great, judicious and distinct in architecture.

- OF THE FIVE SENSES OF HUMAN NATURE.

. An analysis of the human faculties is next given in
this section, in which the five external senses particular®
ly claim attention: these are, hearing, seeing, feeling,
smelling and tasting. '

4
HEARING,

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds, and are
capable of enjoying all the agreeable charms of music.
By it we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of society,
and reciprocally to communicate to each other our thoughts
and intentions, our purposes and desires ; while thus our
reason is capabTe of exerting its utmost power and energy.

The wise and benificent author of nature intended by
the formation of this sense, that we should be social crea-
tures, and receive the greatest aud most important part
of oaor knowledge by the informafion of others. Kor.
these purposes we are endowed with hearing, that, by a
proper exertion of our rational powers, our happmess may
be complete
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SEEING,

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and in
an instant of time, without change of place or situation,
view armies in battle array, figures of the. most stately
structures, and all the agreeable variety displayed in the
landscape of nature. By this sense we find our way in
the pathless ocean, traverse the globe of earth, determine
its figure and dimensions, and delineate any region or
quarter of it. By it we measure the planetary orbs, and
make new discoveries in the sphere of the fixed stars.
Nay, more: by it we perceive the tempers and disposi-
tions, the passions and affections, of our fellow creatures,
when they wish most to conceal them, so that though the
tongue might be taught to lie and dissemble, the counte-
nance would display the hypocrisy to the discerning eye.
In fine, the rays of light which administer to this sense,
are the most astonishing parts of the animated creation,
and render the eye a peculiar object of admiration.,

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The structure
of the eye, and its appurtenances, evince the admirable
contrivance of nature for performing all its various ex-
ternal and internal motions, while the variety displayed
in the eyes of different animals suited to their several
ways of life, clearly demonstrates this organ to be the
masterpiece of nature’s work,

FEELING,

Is that sense by which we distinguish the different
qualities of bodies ; such as heat and cold, hardness and
softness, roughness and smoothness, figure, solidity, mo-
tion, and extension. R

These three senses, hearing, seeing, and feeling, are
deemed peculiarly essential among masons.

SMELLING,

Is that sense by which we dlqtmgmsh odours, the va-

rmus kinds of which convey different impressions to the
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mind. Animal and vegetahle bodies, and indeed most

other bodies, while exposed to the air, continually send

forth eMuvia of vast subtility, as well in the state of life

and growth, as in the state of fermentation and putrefac-

fion. These effluvia, being drawn into the nostrils along

with the air, are the means by which all bodies are

smelled. Hence it is evident, that there is a manifest
appearance of design in the great Creator’s having plant-

ed the organ of smell in the inside of that canal, through

which the air continually passes in respiration.

TASTING,

F.uables us to make a proper distinction in the choice of
our food. The organ of this sense guards the entrance
of the alimentary canal, as that of smelling guards the
entrance of the canal for respiration. From the situation
of both these organs, it is plain that they were intended
by nature to distinguish wholesome food from that which
is nauseous. . Every thing that enters into the stomach
must undergo the scrutiny of tasting; and by it we are
capable of discerning the changes which the same body.
undergoes in the different compositions of art, cookery,
ehymistry, pharmacy, &c.

. Smelling and tasting are inseparably conneeted, and it
is by the unnatural kind of life men commonly lead in
society, that these senses are rendered less fit to perform
their natural offices.

On the mind all our knowledge must depend ; what,
therefore can be a more proper subject for the investiga-
tion of masons? By anatomical discection and observa.
tion, we become acquainted with the body; but it is by
the anatomy of the mind alone we discover its powers and
principles.

To sum up the whole of this trans:-endent measure of
God’s bounty to man, we shall add, that memory, iv.agi-
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uation, taste, reasoning, moral perception, and all the activé
‘powers of the soul present a vast and boundless field for
philosophical disquisition, which far exceeds human enqui-
ry, and are peculiar mysteries known only to natare, and
to nature’s God, to whom we and all are indebted for crea-
tion, preservation, and every blessing we enjoy.

OF THE SEVEN LIBE<AL ARTS AND SCIENCES.

The seven liberal ARTs and scIENCES are next fllustras
ted in this section : it may not therefore be improper to
insert here a short explanation of them.

GRAMMAR.

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of words ac-
cording to the idiom or dialect of any particular people ;
aud that excellency of pronunciation, which enables us
tp speak or write a language with accuracy, agreeably to
reason and correct usage.

RHETORIC.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on
any suhject, not merely with propriety alone, but with all
the advantages of force and elegance ; wisely contriving
to captivate the hearer by strength of argument and beau-
ty of expression, whether it be to entreat and exhort, to
ad'nonish or applaud.

LOGIC.

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionately in
the general knowledge of things, and directs our enquiries
after truth. It consists of a regular train of argumeat,
whence we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to cer-
tain premises laid down, admitted, or graMed; and in it
are employed the faculties of conceiving, judging, reason-
ing, and disposing ; all of vbvrhich are naturally led on
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from one gradation to another, till the pointin question is

finally determined.
ARITHMETIC.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of num-
bers, which is variously effected, by letters, tables, figures,
and instruments. By this art, reasons and demonstra-
tions are given, for finding out any certain number,
whose relation or affinity to another is already known or
discovered.

GEOMETRY.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of mag-
nitudes in general, where length, breadth, and thickness,
are considered, from a point to a line, from a line lo a
superficies, and from a superficies to a solid.

OF THE ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

- By this science, the architect is enabled to construct his
plans, and execute his designs; the general to arrange
his soldiers ; the engineer to mark out ground for encamp-
ments ; the geographer to give us the dimensions of the
world, and all things therein contained, to delineate the
extent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires, king-
doms and provinces; by it, also, the astronowmer is enabled
to make his observations,and to fix the duration of timesand
seasons, years and cycles. In fine, geometry is the foun-
dation of architecture, and the root of the mathematics.

, MUSIC.
Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as to com-
pose delightful harmony, by a mathematical and propor-

tional arrangement of acute, grave and mixed sounds.

This art, by a series of experiments, is reduced to a de-
monstrative science; with respect to tones, and the inter-
vals of sound. Itenquires into the nature of concords and
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discords, and enables us to find ont the proportion between
them by numbers.
", ASTRONOMY.

Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are taught
to read the wisdom, strength and beauty of the Almighty
Creator, in those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere.
Assisted by astronomy, we can observe the motions, mea-
sure the distances, comprebend the magnitudes, and cal-
culate the periods and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies.
By it we learn the use of the globes, the system of the
world, aund the preliminary law of nature. 'While we are
employed in the study of this science, we must perceive
unparallelled instances of wisdom and goodness, and
through the whole creation, trace the Glorious Author by
his works. '

. OF THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

F¥rom this theme we procced to illustrate the moral ad-
vantages of Geeometry ; a subject on which the following
observations may not be unacceptable :

Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the basis
on which the superstructure of masonry is erected. By
geometry we may curiously trace nature, through ber va-,
rious windings, to her most concealed recesses. By it, we
discover the power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the
Grand Attificer of the Universe, and view with delight
the proportions which connect this vast machine. By it
we discover how the planets move in their different or.
bits, and demonstrate their various revolutions. By it we
account for the return of seasons, and the variely of scenes
which each season displays to the discerning eye. Num-
berless worlds arearound us, all framed by tl.e same Di-

- vine Artist, which roll through the vast expanse, and are

all conducted by the same unerring laws of nature.
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A survey of nature, and the ohservation of her beauti-
ful proportions, first determined man to imitate the divine

plan, and study symmetry and order.” "T'his gave rise to
societies, and birth to every useful art. T'he architect be-

an to design, and the plans which he laid down, being
fmpmved by experience and time, have produced works
which are the admiration ef every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and
the-devastations of war, have laid waste and desiroyed
many valuable monumeats of antiquity, on which the ut-
most exertions of human genius ‘bave been cmployed.
Even the Temple of Solomon, so spacious and magnifi-
cent, and constructed by so many celebrated arlists, escap-
ed not the unsparing ravages of barbarons force. Free-
masonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. The af-
tentive ear receives the sound from the instiuctive tongue,
and the mysteries of masonry are safely lodged in the re-
pository of faithful breasts. Tools and implements of ar-
chitecture are selected by the fraternity, to imprint on the
memory wise and serious truths ; and thus, through a suc-
cession of ages, are transmitted, unimpaired, the excellent
tenets of our institution.

T'hus end the two sections of the second lecture, which, \

with the ceremony used at opening and closing the lodge,
eomprehend the whole of the second degree of masonry.
'This lecture contains a regular system of science: demon-
strated on the clearest prmcnples, and established on the
ﬂl‘mest foundation.

S e

CHAPTER X.
~ REMARKS ON THE THIRD DEGREE.
FROM this class the rulers of regular bodies of masons,
in the first three degrees; are selected ; as it is only from

/
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those wlo are capable of giving insiractien, that wie can
properly expect to receive it. 'The kcture of this degmeo;
considered separately from the duties and ceremonies api
pertaining to the degree of presiding.or past master,,is di-
vided into thvee sections.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The ceremony of initiation into the third degree is par-
ticularly specified iu this branch of the lecture, and here
many otber useful instructicns are given. '

Such is the importance of this section, that we may
safcl; declare, that the person who is unacquainted with it,
is ill qualified to act as a ruler or governor of the work.

The following passage of scripture is introduced during
the ceremonies. :

' : EOCLESIASTES XII. 11—,

¢ Remember now thy Creator in the days.of thy. youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years. draw nigh,
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them ; whilg
the sun, or the light, or the moen, or the stars, be nat
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain : in the day
when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the
. strong men shall bow themselves, and. the. grinders coase
because they are few, and those that look, out .of the win«

dows be darkened ; and the doors shall be shut in the
streets, when the sound of the grinding is low; and’ he
shall rise up at the voice of the bird; and-all the daugh-
ters of music shall be brought lew : also when they shall
be afraid .of that which. is high, and fears shall be in the
way, and the almond;tree shall flourish, andthe grashop
per shall be a byrden, and desire shall fail; becayse man
goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the,
streets : or ever the silyer cord be loosed, or the golden
bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain,
' or the wheel broken at the cistern : then shall the dust
return to the earth as it was; and the. spirit shall: return
unto God who, gave it.” _
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© The working tools of a master mason, which re illns.
frated in this section, are all the implements of masonry
indiscriminately, but more especially the trowel.

The TROWEL is an instrument made use of by operative

masons, to spread the cement which unites a building into
one common mass ; but we, as free and accepted masons,
are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glo-
rious purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly love
" and aftection ; that cement which unites us into one sa-
.cred band, or society of friends and brothers, among
whom no contention should ever exist, but that neble con-
tention, or rather emulation, of who best can work, or
best agree. .
THE SECOND SECTION. ,
This section recites the historical traditions of the or-
der, and presents to view a finished picture, of the utmost
consequence to the fraternity. It exemplifies an instance
of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, seldom equalled, and
never excelled, in the history of man.

. THE THIRD SECTION.

This section illustrates certain hieroglyphical emblems,
and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend knowledge
and promote virtue. "

In this branch of the lecture, many particulars relative
to king Solomon’s temple are considered.

The construction of this grand edifice was attended with
two remarkable circumstances. From Josephus we learn,
. that although seven years were occupied in building it,
yet during the whole term it rained not in the day time,
that the workmen might not be obstructed in their labor;
and from sacred history it appears, that there was neither
the sound of the hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of irom,
heard in the house, while it was in building.-
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"'T'his famous fabric was sapported by fourteen hundred
and fifty-three colamns, and two thousand nine hundred
and six pilasters ; all hewp from the finest Parian marble.
There were employed in its building, three grand mas-

‘ters; three thousand and three hundred masters, or over-

seers of the work ; eighty thousand fellow.crafts ; and
seventy thousand entered apprentices, or bearers of bur-
thens. All these were classed and arranged in such a
manner by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither envy, dis-
cord nor confusion were suffered to interrupt that uni-
. versal peace and tranquillity, which pervaded the world
at this important period..

We cannot farther illustrate this sectipn better, than by

explaining some of the emblematic symbols represented
in this degree,

THE POT OF INCENSE

Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is always an ac.
ceptable sacrifice to the Deity ; and, as this glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow with
gratitude to the great and benificent author of our exis-.
tence, for the manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy.

THE BEE-HIVE

Is an emblem of industry, and recommends the p;'acticr
of that virtue to all created beings, from the highest se.
raph in heaven, to the lowest reptile of the dust. It teaches
us, that as we came into the world rational and intelli-
gent beings, so we should ever be industrious ones ; ne-
ver sitting down contented while our fellow creatures
around us are in want, when it is in our power {o relieve.
them, without inconvenicnce to oursclves.

When we take a survey of nature, we view man, in bis
“infancy, more helpless and indigent than the brutal cre:
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ation ; he lies languishing for days, months and years,
totally incapable of providing sustehance for himself, of
guarding against the attack of the wild beasts of the field,
or sheltering himself frum the inclemencies of the weather.
* It might have pleased the great Creator of heaven and
earth to have made man independent of all other beings:
baut, as dependence is one of the sirongest bonds of socie-
ty, mankind were made dependent on each other for pro-
tection and security, as they thereby enjoy better opnor-
tanities of fulfilling the duties of reciprocal love and friend-
ship. Thus was man formed for social and aciive life,
the noblest part of the work of God; and he that will so
demean himself as not to be endeavoring to add to the com-

“mon stock of knowledge and understanding, may be
deemed a drone in the hive of nature, a useless member
of society, and unworthy of our protection as masons.

THE BOOK OF COI\STITUTIONS GUARDED BY THE TYLER'S
SWORD,

Reminds us that we should be ever wdichfal and guard-
ed, in our thoughts, words, and actions, particularly when
before the enemies.of masonry ; ever bhearing in remem-
brance those truly masonic virtues, silence and ‘circum-

spection.

THE SWORD, POINTED TOgA NAKED HEART,

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later overtake

us ; and although our thoughts, words and actions, may
be hidden from the eyes of man, yet that
ALLSEEING EYE,

‘Whom the Sux, MooN and Stars ohey, and under
whose watchful care even ComeTs perforin their stupen-

dous revolutions, pervades the inmost recesses of the hu- .

man heart, and will reward us according to our merits.
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~ THE ANCHOR AND ARK,
Are emblems of a well-grounded kope, and a well-spent
life. ‘T'hey are emblematical of that divine ark which
safely wafts us over this tempestuous sea of troubles, and
that arnchor which shall safely moor us in a peaceful bar-
hor, where the wicked cease from troubling, and the
weary shall find rest.

THE FORTY-SECOND PROBLEM OF EUCLID.*
This was an invention of our ancient friend and bro-

ther, the great Pythagoras, who, in his travels through
Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated into several or-
ders of priesthood, and raised to the sublime degree of
master mason. ‘This wise philosopher enriched his mind
abundantly in a general knowledge of things, and more
especially in geometry or masonry ; on this subject he
drew out many problems and theorems, and amongst the
most distinguished, he erected this, which, in the Joy of
his heart, he called Eureka, in the Grecian language, sig-
nifying, I have found it ; and upon the discovery of which,
he is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches ma-
sous to be general lovers of the arts and sciences.

‘THE HOUR-GLASS,
Is an emblem of human life ; behold! how swiftly the
sands run, and how rapidly our lives are drawing to a

“._close. We cannot without astonishment behold the little

particles which are contained in this machine, how they
pass away almost imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise,
in the short space of an hour, they are all exhausted.
‘Thus wastes man! to-day, he puts forth the tender leaves

* [Tarowem.] In any right-angled triangle, the square which is described
upon the side subtending the right angle, is cqual to the squares described
upon the sides which contain the right angle.

0

Evcirn, Lan. 1. Prop. 47.
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of hope; to-morrow, blessoms, and bears his blushing
honors thick upon him; the next day comes a frost, which
pips the shoot, and when he thinks his greatness is still
aspiring, he falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich eur mo-
ther earth.

THE SCYTHE,

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the Dbriitle thread of
life, and launches us into etemity.——Behol(i, ‘what havoc
the scythe of time makes among the human race; if by
chance we should escape the numerous evils incident to '
chil¢hood and youth, and with that health and vigor ar-
rive to the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon be
cut down by the all-devouring scythe of time, and be ga-
thered into the land where our fathers are gone before us,

THE THREE STEPS,

Usually delineated upen the master’s carpet, are em-
blematical of the three principal stages of human life, viz.
youth, manhood, and age. In youth, as entered appren-
© tices, we ought industriously to oecupy our minds in the
attainment of useful knowledge: in manhood, as fellow
crafts, we should apply our knowledge to the discharge
of our respective duties to God, our neighbors, and our-
selves ; that so in age, as master masons, we may enjoy .
the happy reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and
die in the hope of a glorivus immortality.
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CHAPTER XI.
SUNDRY CEREMONIES.

CEREMONY OBSERVED AT LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE
OF PUBLIC STRUCTURES.

Thais ceremony is conducted by the grand master and
his officers, assisted by the members of the grand lodge,.
and such officers .and members of private lodges as can.
conveniently attend. ‘The chief magistrate and other ci-
vil officers of the place where the building is to be erected,
also generally attend on'the occasion. "The ceremony is
thus conducted :

At the time appointed, the grand lodge is convened
at some suitable place, approved by the grand master.
A band of martial music is provided, and the brethren ap-
pear in the insignia of the order, and with white gloves
and aprons. The lodge is opened by the grand master,
and the rules for regulating the procession to and from the
place where the ceremony is to be performed, are read by
the grand secretary. The necessary cautions are then
given from the chair, and the lodge is adjourned ; after
which the procession sets out in the following order :

PROCESSION AT LAYING FOUNDATION STONES.
Two T'ylers, with Drawn Swords
Tyler of the Oldest Lodge, with ditto
‘T'wo Stewards of the Oldest Lodge
Entered Apprentices
Feliow Crafts
Master Masons
Stewards
Junior Deacons
Senior Deacons
Secretaries
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- T'reasurers
8 Past Wardens
s -Junior Wardens
B Benior Wardens
Past Masters -
Royal Arch Masons
Masters
Music

Grand Tyler, with a Drawn Sword
Grand Stewards, with White Rods
A Brother, with a Golden Vessel containing Corn
Two Brethren, with Silver Vessels, one containing Wine,
and the ether Oil
Principal Architect, with Square, Level, and Plumb
Grand Secretary and Treasurer
Bible, Square and Compass, carried by a Master of
a Lodge, supported by two Stewards
Grand Chaplain
The Five Orders
Past Grand Wardens
Past Deputy Grand Masters
Past Grand Masters
Chief Magistrate of the Place
Two Large Lights, borne by two Masters of T.odges
Grand Wardens ,
One Large Light, borne by a Master of a Lodge
Deputy Grand Master
Master of the Oldest Lodge, bearing the Book of Con-
stitutions on a Velvet Cushion '
Grand Deacons, with Black Rods, on a Line seven Feet
apart
GRrRAND MASTER
Grand Sword Bearer, with a Drawn Sword
Two Stewards, with White Rods
The triumphal arch is usually erected at the place where:
the ceremony is to be performed. The procession passes
through the "arch, and the brethren repairing to their

- stands, the grand master and his officers take their places

L]

/



ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY. 100

on a tewporary platform, covered with carpet. An ode .
on masonry is sung. The grand master commands si-
lence, and the necessary preparations are made for laying
the stone, on which is engraved the year of masonry, the
name and titles of the gran'tl master, &c.

The stone is raised up, by means of an engine erected
for that purpose, and the grand chaplain or orator repeats
a short prayer. The grand treasurer then, by 'the grand
master’s command, places under the stone various sorts
of coin and medals of the present age. Solemn music is
introduced, and the stone let down into its place. The. .
principal architect then presents the working tools to the
grand master, who applies the plumb, square and level
to the stone, in their proper positions, and prenocunces it
to be ¢ WELL FORMED, TRUE, AND TRUSTY.”

The golden and silver vessels are next brought to the
table, and delivered ; the former to the deputy grand
master, and the latter to the grand wardens, who succes-
sively present them to the grand master : and he, accor-
ding to ancient ceremony, pours the corn, the wine, and
the oil which they contain, on the stone, saying

¢ May the all-bounteous author of nature bless the in-
habitants of this place with all the necessaries, cenveni.
ences and comforts of life ; assist in the erection and com-
pletion of this building; protect the workmen against
every accident, and long preserve this structure from de-
cay. - And grant to us all, in needed snpply, the Corn of
nourishment, the WINE of refreshment, and the OiL of

i0 /”

¢ Amen! So mote it be! Amen!”

He then strikes the stone thrice with the mallet, and the
public honors of masonry are given,

The grand master then delivers over to the architect
the various implements of arehitecture, entrusting . him
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with the superintendance and direction of the work ; af-
ter which, he re.ascends the platform, and an oration
suitable to the occasion is delivered. A voluntary collec-
tion is made for the workmen, and the sum collected is
placed upon the stone by the grand treasurer. A songin
honer of masonry concludes the ceremony, after which

the procession returns to the place whence it set out, and
the lodge is closed.

.€CEREMONY OBSERVED AT THE DEDICATION OF MASONS’ HHALLS.

On the day appointed for the celebration of the cere-
mony of dedication, the grand master and bis officers, ac-
companied by the members of the graud lodge, meetin a
-convenient room near to the place where the ceremony is
to be performed, and the grand lodge is opened in ample
form in the first three degrees of masonry. :

The master of the lodge to which the hall to be dedi-
cated belongs, being present, rises, and addresses the
grand master, as follows :

% MosT WoRsHIPFUL,

4 The bretbren of — Lodge, being animated with
a desire of promoting the honor and interest of the craf ty
have, at great pains and expense, erected a masonic hall,
for their convenience and accommodation. They are now
desirous that the same should be examined by the most
* worshipful grand lodge ; and if it should meet their ap-

proba.tmn, that it shonld be solemnly dedicated to maso-
nic purposes, agreeably to ancient form.”

The grand master then directs the grand secretary to
read the order of procession, which is delivered over to
the grand marshal ; and a general charge respecting pro-
Ppriety of behnvnour, is glven by the deputy grand master,

A graud. processien is then formed in the order laid
down in pages 107-8. 'The whole moves forward to the
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ball which is to be dedicated, and upon the arrival of the
front of the processipn at the door, they halt, open to the
right and left, and face inward ; whilst the grand master,

- and others in succession, pass through and enter. The
music continues while the procession murches three times
round the hall.

The lodge is then placed in the centre ; and the grand
master baving taken the chair, under a canopy of state,
the grand officers, and the masters and wardens of the
lodges, repair to the places previously prepared for their
reception : the three lights, and the gold and silver pit-
chers, with the corn, wine and oil, are placed around the
Todge, at the head of which stands the pedestal, with the
bible open, and the square and compass laid thereon, with

- the constitation roll, on a crimson velvet cushion. Mat-
ters being thus disposed, an anthem is sung, and an ex-
ordium on masonry given ; after which the architect ad
dresses the grand\ master, as follows :
¢ Most WoRSHIPFUL,

¢« Having been entrusted with the superintendance and
management of the workmen employed in the construc-
tion of this edifice ; and having, according to the best of"
my ability, accomplished the task assigned me, I now re-
turn my thanks for the honor of this appointment, and
beg leave to surrender up the implements which were -
committed to my care, when the foundation of this fabric
was laid 5 humbly hoping, that the exertions which have
been made on this occasion, will be crowned with your
approbatiou, and that of the most worshipful grand lodge.” -

To which the grand master makes the following reply

¢ BrorTHER ARCHITECT,

¢ The skill and fidelity displayed in the execution of
the trustreposed in you at the commencement of this un.
dertaking, have secured the entive approbation of - the
graad lodge; and they sincerely pray, that this edifice’



/

1% ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY.

may conlinue a lasting monument of the taste, spirit and
liberality of its founders.” )
An ode in honor of masonry is sung, accompanied with
instrumental music.
-'The deputy grand master then rises, and says:

¢ Most WORSHIPFUL,

¢¢ The hall in which we are now assembled, and the
plan upon which it has been constructed, having met with
your approbation, it is the desire of the fraternity that it
should be now dedicated, according to ancient form and
usage.”

‘Whereupon the grand master requests all to retire but
such as are master masons. A procession is then formed,
in the following order, viz.

Grand Sword Bearer
A Past Master, with a Light
A Past Master, with Bible, Square, and Compass, on
a Velvet Cushion .
Two Past Masters, each with a Light
Grand Secretary and Treasurer, with Emblems
Grand Junior Warden, with Pitcher of Corn
- Grand Senior Warden, with Pitcher of Wine
Deputy Grand Master, with Pitcher of Oil
Grand Master
Two Stewards, with Rods

All the other brethren keep their places, and assist in
performing an ode, which continues during the proces-
sion, excepting only at the intervals of dedication. The
lodge is uncovered, and the first procession being made
round it, the junior grand warden presents the pitcher of
corn to the grand master, who pours it out upon the lodge,
at the same time pronouncing, ¢ In the name of the great
JenovaH, to whom be all honor and glory, I do solemnly
dedicate this hall to Masowry.” The grand honors are

_given. :
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The second pracession is then made round the lodge,
and the grand senior warden presents the pitcher of wine
to the grand master, who sprinkles it upon the lodge, at
the éame time saying, ¢ In the name of holy Saint Juhn,
1 do solemnly dedicate this hall to Viztue.” The grand
honors are tirice repeated.

"The third procéssion is then made round the lodge, and
the deputy grand master presents the pitcher of oil to the
grand master, who sprinkles it upon the lodge, saying,
¢ In the name of the whole fraternity, I do solemnly de-
dicatée this hall to U~iversarL BeEnevorLence.” The
grand honors are thrice repeated.

A solemn invocation is made to Heaven, by the grand
cliaplain, and an anthem sung; after which the lodge is
covered, and the grand master retires to his chair. An
oration is then delivered, and the ceremonies conclude
with music. The grand lodge is then closed in ample
form, in the several degrees.

“THE CI"REMONY OBSERVED AT FiJNERALS ACCORDING TO

ANCIENT CUSTOM: WITII THE SERVICE USED ON THE OC- -

CASION.

No mason can be interred with the formalities of the
order, unless it be by his own special request; or of his
friends, communicated to the mastér of the lodge of which
he died a member, foreigners and sojourners exeepted ;
nor unless he has been advanced to the third degree of
masonry ; and from this restriction thete can be no ex-
ception.

The master of a lodge; having received notice of a
master mason’s death, and of his request to be interred
with the ceremonies of the order, fixes the day and hour
for the funeral, and issues his command to summen the
Jodge. He may invite as mai;xy lodges as he thinks pro-
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gér, and ‘the menibers of those lodges may accompany
their officers in form ; but the whole ceremony must be
ander the direction of the master of the lodge to which
#he decensed belonged, and he and his officers must be
dely honered, and cheerfully oheyed, on the occasion.* .
But in case the deceased was not a member of either of
the attending lodges, the procession and ceremony must be
under the direction of the master of the oldest lodge.

A}l the brethren who walk in procession, should ob-
serve, as much as possible, an uniformity in their dress.
Pecent mourning, with gloves and aprons, is most suitable.

THE FUNERAL SERVICE.

The brethren being assembled at the lodge room, (or
isome other cenvenient place,) the presiding master opens
‘the lodge, in the third degree, with the usual forms ; and
‘having stated the purpose of the meeting, the service
begins. , -

Master. ¢¢ What man is he that liveth, and shall not
-g0e death ? shall he deliver his soul from the hand .of the
grave !”’

Response. ¢ Man walketh in a vain shadow ; he heap-
e¢th up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them.”

Master. « When he dieth, he shall carry nething
-away ; his glory shall not descend after him.”

Response. ¢ Naked he came into the world, and naked
-he must return.”

Master. ¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord !”

The grand honors are then given, and certaip forms
-used, which cannot be here explained.

* Except when the grand or deputy grand master is present and exercises
his authority.
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'The master then, taking the SACRED Rowv in his haq,d‘
says, =

 Let us die the death of the righteous, and let our last
end be like his!”

The brethren answer,

“God is our God forever and ever; he will be qur
guide even unto death !”

The master then records the name and age of tﬁe de-
ceased upon the roll, and says,

¢ Almighty Father! into thy hands we commend the
soul of our loving brother !”

The brethren answer three times, (giving the grand
honors each time,)

“'The will of God is accomplished ! so be it.”

The master then deposites the roll in the archives, and
repeats the following prayer: -

¢ Most glorious God! anthor of all good, and giver
of all mercy! pour down thy blessings wpon us, and
strengthen our solemn engagements with the ties of sin-
cere affection! May the present instance of mortality re-
mind us of our approaching fate, and draw our aitention
toward thee, the only refuge in time of need ! that when
the awful moment shall arrive, that we are about to quit
this transitory scene, the enlivening prospect of thy mercy
may dispel the gloom of death; and after our departure
hence in peace and in thy favor, we may be received into
thine everlasting kingdom, to enjov, in unign with the.
souls of our departed friends, the just reward of a pxous
and virtuous life. Amen.”

A procession is then formed, which moves to.the house
of the deceased, and from thence to the place of interment.
“The different lodges rank according to seniority, except-
ing that the lodge, of which the deceased was 2 membes,
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walks nearest the corpse. Each lodge forms one divi,
sion, and the following order is observed :

ORDER OF PROCESSION AT A FUNERAL.

Tyler, with a Drawn Sword

Stewards, with White Rods
Musicians, (if they are Masons, otherwise they follow

the T'yler)
Master Masons
_8Benior and Junior Deacons
Segretary and Treasurer
Senior and Junior Wardens
Past Masters
The Holy Writings, on a Cushion covered with Black
Cloth, carried by the Oldest Member of tie Lodge

The Master
Clergy
TuE Bopv,
‘With the Insiguia placed thereos,
and two Swords crossed,
Pall Bearers, Pall Bearers.

The brethren are not to desert their ranks, or change
phces, but keep in their different departments. When
the procession arrives at the church-yard, the members of
the lodge form a circle round the grave, and the clergy-
man and officers of the acting lodge taking their